
	Basic information of the course

	Academic unit: 
	Faculty of Law

	Course title:
	Human Rights and Environment

	Level:
	MASTER

	Course status:
	Elective

	Year of study:
	1

	Number of hours per week:
	2+0

	Credits– ECTS:
	4

	Time / location:
	

	Lecturer:
	Prof. Dr. Visar Morina

	Contact details: 
	visar.morina@uni-pr.edu

	

	
	

	Objectives of the course:
	The course is intended to give students a comprehensive introduction to the relatively new area of intersection between environment (environmental law) and human rights law. The course is intended to address the dual interaction between these two fields, namely to explore how human rights law may be and has been used to shape environment (and environmental law) and the impact that environment and environmental law have on human rights law.

The students will learn about how the interaction between environmental and human rights law is governed on the national, supranational and international level. During the course the students will learn about the human right to a healthy/benevolent environment and consider the substantive and procedural aspects of this right. 

Significant portion of the course will be devoted to practical aspect of litigating human rights-related environmental issues.

	Learning outcomes:
	Upon completion of the course, the students:
1) will be aware of the origins of environmental law, including the right to live in a healthy environment;
2) will be aware of national and international mechanisms and legal instruments for the protection of environment as well as the differences and overlaps between those mechanisms and institutions;
3) will know about the scope and content of the right to a healthy environment, its substantive and procedural aspects, as well as its interplay with other human rights;
4) will have detailed knowledge of main trends in environmental human rights litigation on the national and international level, as well as will be aware of major pending cases.

	

	Student requirements and assessment ( that must correspond to learning outcome of the student )

	Activity
	Hour
	 Day/week  
	In total

	Lectures

	
	2
	30

	Self-directed learning (library/home)

	
	
	35

	Consultations with lecturer

	
	
	5

	Midterm exam/preparations

	
	
	10

	Final exam preparation

	
	
	15

		
Projects, presentations, seminars

	
	
	15

	Total

	
	
	110

	

	Methodology of teaching:  
	Lectures, independent study of doctrinal sources and case-law, in-class seminars.

	
	

	Methods of assessment:
	Exam, seminars, case-summaries


	Literature

	Basic literature:  
	Human Rights and the Environment. Key Issues. Sumudu Atapattu andAndrea Schapper. Abingdon, Ņew York: Routledge, [2019]

	
	Environmental Protection and Human Rights.
Donald K. Anton, Dinah L. Shelton. Cambridge:
Cambridge University Press, [2011]

	
	Environmental rights in Europe and beyond, edited by Sanja Bogojević and Rosemary Rayfuse. Oxford: Hart Publishing, [2018]

	
	Report of the United Nations Special Rapporteur on the issue of human rights obligations relating to the enjoyment of a safe, clean, healthy and sustainable environment

	Additional literature:  
	Environmental principles: from political slogans to legal rules. Nicolas de Sadeleer. Second edition. New York: Oxford University Press, [2020].

	
	



	Designed learning plan:  


	Week
	Lectures 

	Introduction
	Introduction (course content, methodology, organization, requirements and assessment)

	Week 2:  
	Historical development of environmental law – from morals/ethics to binding international and national legal provisions

	Week 3:  
	Global & Regional Frameworks: UN, EU, CoE.

	Week 4: 
	Conceptual Scope: Defining the existence, legal scope, and limits of the RHE

	Week 5: 
	Substantive Rights: The "What": Determining the actual content of the right.

	Week 6:  
	Procedural Rights: The "How": Mechanisms for enforcement and participation.

	Week 7:  
	Effective protection of the right to healthy environment – ordinary and strategic litigation – procedural issues (Aarhus Convention)

	Week 8:   
	Effective protection of the right to healthy environment – ordinary and strategic litigation – methodological issues> Gorraiz Lizarraga and Others v. Spain

	Week 9:  
	Comparative Jurisprudence (Seminar)
· Colombia: Future Generations v. Ministry of the Environment
· France: The Century Case (L'Affaire du Siècle)
· Germany: Neubauer et al. v. Germany
· Ireland: Friends of the Irish Environment v. Government of Ireland
· [bookmark: _GoBack]Netherlands: Urgenda Foundation v. State of the Netherlands



	Week 10:  
	Seminar on case-law of domestic and supranational courts 

	Week 11: 
	Environmental claims without explicit right to healthy environment (ECHR jurisprudence) (Hatton, Öneryıldız, Budayeva and others, Tatar, Guerra and others)

	Week 12:
	Environmental claims without explicit right to healthy environment (ECHR jurisprudence) (Hatton, Öneryıldız, Budayeva and others, Tatar, Guerra and others) ctd.

	Week 13: 
	Marginalised/vulnerable groups; environmental justice and rights of indigenous peoples

	Week 14: 
	The impact of climate change / environmental disasters on human rights (including the need/possibility to derogate from human rights obligations). (ECHR: Duarte Agostinho and Others v. Portugal and Others, Verein KlimaSeniorinnen Schweiz and others v. Switzerland, etc.)

	Week 15:   
	Review of the course / final exam



			Academic policies and rules of conduct:

	
· Regular attendance and participation required
· Academic integrity and ethical behavior mandatory
· Plagiarism or academic dishonesty results in disqualification from assessment
· Respectful, inclusive classroom environment encouraged
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