Course title: Review of American Literature till 1900
	Basic course information
	

	Academic unit: 
	Department of English language and literature 

	Course title:
	Review of American Literature till 1900

	Level:
	BA

	Course status:
	Mandatory

	Year of study:
	Year III

	A number of hours per week:
	3+2

	ECTS credits:
	6 ECTS

	Time/Place
	According to the schedule | 

	Course instructor:
	Assoc. Prof. Dr.Seniha Krasniqi

	Contact details: 
	seniha.krasniqi@uni-pr.edu  

	Course description: 
	The course is an outline of the chronological evolution of the American literature starting from the colonial period to the 1900s. Exploring the formation of America, the Americanism, and American literature, the course will focus on the religious and political upheaval, revolution, and slavery to reveal how American thought and acted.

 The course introduces the most important works of American literature from different genres by analyzing novels, short stories, and poetry. Students will hereby have the opportunity to read and analyse selected works and learn about core ideas reflected in these works.  

	Course objectives:
	The course aims to enable students to grasp literature by developing their critical and aesthetic senses and by acquainting them with the rich, literary heritage of America to comprehend the America today. 

Aiming to offer a historical approach that positions the literature in relation to a socio-historical and political framework, the course examines not only the literary works but the circumstances from which they arise.



	Learning outcomes:


	Upon successful completion of this course, student will be able to: 


	
	-describe the historical development of the American literature, 


	
	- identifies the main ideas of types in different literary periods,


	
	- analyzes cultural and literary themes as stated in selected works of this period of American literature,


	
	-Classify differences of social and political conditions in different periods and its effect on the literary works,

	
	evaluate development in literary works,

	
	- demonstrate critical thinking skills regarding works of American literature,

	
	 -Communicate this understanding of American literature using well-organized analytical paper.

		Student workload: 


	Activity 
	Class hours                   
	Days/Weeks
	Total

	Lectures 
	3 (135)
	15
	33.75

	Exercise
	2 (90)
	15
	22.5

	Practical work
	
	
	

	Midterm test preparation
	2
	5
	10

	Consultations with the course instructor
	20 min
	15
	4

	Fieldwork
	
	
	

	Test, seminar paper
	2
	6
	12

	Homework assignments
	1
	10
	10

	Self-study (library/home)
	2
	13
	26

	Final exam preparation 
	4
	4
	16

	Assessment time (test, quiz, final exam)
	2
	4
	8


	Projects, presentations, etc.
	3
	4
	12

	Total
	
	150.25:25 = 6
6 ECTS




	Mode of course delivery:  
	Lectures will start with an informative introduction. Students are required to read certain works and materials beforehand. Class discussion will be the main method of the course. Students will be required to prepare a presentation in groups or individually.  Furthermore, there will be organized video presentations of the selected fragments or a complete film adaptation.
Students will likewise have to prepare a performance from the selected scene of the prose or a video that reminds/represent a certain scene. 
Over the term, students will take a number of quizzes which will be a combination of multiple-choice and short answer questions based upon the course readings and in-class discussions.

	Evaluation methods:
	A continuous assessment would be based on student study results, attendance, interaction/engagement, performance on assignments, and the results of two tests. Assessment percentage calculation:
Attendance 10%
Engagement/active participation in the classroom 15%
Presentation 10% 
Pre-Test 30%
End-of-term test 35 %

	Basic literature: 
	1.	Anthology of American Literature. Vol. I. 10th ed. George McMichael, et al. Pearson. Prentice Hall. 2011. 

2.	“Autobiography” Benjamin Franklin https://www.google.com/books/edition/Autobiography_of_Benjamin_Franklin/OJMEAAAAYAAJ?hl=en&gbpv=1&dq=Autobiography+benjamin+franklin&printsec=frontcover  
3.	“The Scarlet Letter” Nathaniel Hawthorne, https://www.google.com/books/edition/The_Scarlet_Letter/e1eMCgAAQBAJ?hl=en&gbpv=1&dq=scarlet+letter&printsec=frontcover 
4.	Portrait of a Lady - https://www.google.com/books/edition/The_Portrait_of_a_Lady/3xpFAQAAMAAJ?hl=en&gbpv=1&dq=portrait+of+a+lady&printsec=frontcover
5.	“The Fall of the House  of Usher” Edgar Allan Poe-The Project Gutenberg eBook The Fall of the House of Usher, by Edgar Allan Poe
6.	“The Adventures of Huckleberry Finn” Mark Twain https://www.google.com/books/edition/Adventures_of_Huckleberry_Finn/mWHcDAAAQBAJ?hl=en&gbpv=1&dq=huckleberry+finn&printsec=frontcover 
7. Rip Van Winkle- https://www.gutenberg.org/files/60976/60976-h/60976-h.htm  
8. General History of Virginia- https://www.google.com/books/edition/The_Generall_Historie_of_Virginia_New_En/z77xqkcCBOwC?hl=en&gbpv=1&dq=general+history+of+virginia&printsec=frontcover 
9. History of Plymouth Plantation https://www.google.com/books/edition/History_of_Plimoth_Plantation/OWFAcDEnVMEC?hl=en&gbpv=1 
10. Moby Dick The Project Gutenberg eBook of Moby Dick; Or the Whale, by Herman Melville 


	Additional literature:  
	1.“From Puritanism to Postmodernism: A History of American Literature” Malcolm., Bradbury, Richard Rulande, Penguin Books, 1993.
2. Walt Whitman (Bloom's BioCritiques) by Harold Bloom (Introduction),1985
2.“A companion to the Literatures of Colonial America” Edited by Susan Castillo and Ivy Schweitzer, Blackwell 2005,
3.“American Literature from 1600 through the 1850s” edited by Adam Augustyn, Britannica Educational Publishing 2011 (25) American Literature From 1600 through 1985s (Edited by Adam Augustyn) | Aris Hidayatulloh - Academia.edu

	Teaching plan
	

	Week
	Unit 

	Week 1:
	Introduction to the course and curriculum
Periods of American literature 

	Week 2:
	The Colonial Period 
Puritanism – influences on literary creation of the period
John Smith-“The General History of Virginia”
William Bradford-“Plymouth Plantation”


	Week 3:
	Introduction to American Enlightenment period  1700 - 1820 
Benjamin Franklin – “Autobiography” 
Franklin’s aphorisms

	Week 4:
	Washington Irving- “Rip Van Winkle”
Retell the story in the form of a fairy tale or a children’s story 

	Week 5:
	Nathaniel Hawthorne – “The Scarlet Letter” -Part 1

	Week 6:
	Nathaniel Hawthorne – “The Scarlet Letter”-Part 2
Write a monologue as a selected character


	Week 7:
	Edgar Allan Poe – life and work 
Annabel Lee; The Raven 

	Week 8:
	Mid-term test 1

	Week 9:
	Edgar Allan Poe – “The Fall of the House of Usher”
Write a stanza about a character

	Week 10:
	Mark Twain – “The Adventures of Huckleberry Finn”-Part 1

	Week 11:
	Mark Twain – “The Adventures of Huckleberry Finn” -part 2
Henry James “Portrait of a Lady”-Part 1

	Week 12:  
	Henry James “Portrait of a Lady”-Part 2
Video recording of mock interview

	Week 13:    
	Emily Dickinson – selected poetry

	Week 14:  
	Walt Whitman – selected poetry
Leaves of Grass-Song of Myself

	Week 15:   
	Pre-Test 2

	Academic policies and code of conduct

	In accordance with Article 11, par. 2 of the Regulation for the Bachelor studies students have to attend 75% of the classes. Hence, the absence will affect students’ grades. Use of mobile phones and other electronic devices during the class is prohibited if not required by the professor/assistant for activity.   
Full implementation of universal academic policies and standards, as well as relevant provisions of the UP, is required.   
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