Course title: Contemporary American literature
	Basic course information
	

	Academic unit: 
	Department of English language and literature 

	Course title:
	Contemporary American literature

	Level:
	BA

	Course status:
	Mandatory

	Year of study:
	Year IV

	A number of hours per week:
	2+2

	ECTS credits:
	6 ECTS

	Time/Place
	According to the schedule | 

	Course instructor:
	Assoc. Prof. Dr.Seniha Krasniqi

	Contact details: 
	seniha.krasniqi@uni-pr.edu  

	Course description: 
	This course offers an enquiry of contemporary American literature, since the late twentieth century.
Focusing on historic, aesthetic, and social contexts the course will introduce selected literary works of the contemporary period in terms of poetry and prose as well as the most renowned poets and authors of this period. Through reading, discussion and various assignments students will apply comparative context offering critical engagement to the ideas and values of the contemporary period.

	Course objectives:
	The course aims at offering students’ knowledge on American literature development in the contemporary period. This knowledge will help them develop critical thinking and aesthetic feeling in order to experience, assess and express their opinions through discussions. 
By selecting some of the literary works which are considered the representatives of the contemporary period, the course aims to teach contemporary culture, aesthetics, the issues of race, class, and gender, and their influence on the literature.        



	Learning outcomes:
	Upon successful completion of this course, student will be able to: 

	
	-recognize the main ideas of contemporary literature and describe development of contemporary literature

	
	-Identify distinct literary characteristics of contemporary literature

	
	-describe how historical events affect the produced literature 

	
	-Demonstrate competence in argumentation, assessing different viewpoints and compiling reasoned analysis of selected works

	
	- Evaluate the effectiveness of different authors' approaches to representing issues of race, gender, class, and immigration in contemporary American society.

	
	-argue through critical thinking concerning the selected literary works

	
	-compose written or effectively communicate their criticism and opinions on the discussed themes 

		Student workload: 


	Activity 
	Class hours                   
	Days/Weeks
	Total

	Lectures 
	2 
	15
	30

	Exercise
	2 
	15
	30

	Practical work
	
	
	

	Midterm test preparation
	2.5
	6
	15

	Consultations with the course instructor
	20 min
	15
	4

	Fieldwork
	
	
	

	Test, seminar paper
	2
	3
	6

	Homework assignments
	1
	5
	5

	Self-study (library/home)
	2
	10
	20

	Final exam preparation 
	4
	5
	20

	Assessment time (test, quiz, final exam)
	3
	4
	12

	Projects, presentations, etc.
	3
	3
	9

	Total
	
	152:25 = 6
6 ECTS




	Mode of course delivery:  
	In accordance with Annex 1 of the Regulation for Assessment System of the Student Performance, Prot. no. 1/909-UP, Lectures are delivered in Lecture based methodology with the Interactional lectures and Discussion techniques. In addition to this, Inquiry-based methodology through individual, pair or group techniques with projects, analysis which enables active participation of the students rather than passive reception helping students develop critical thinking and independent research skills, moreover,  connecting literary texts to broader contexts (historical, cultural, theoretical).
Lectures will start with an informative introduction. Students are required to read certain works and materials beforehand. In-class discussion will be the main method of the course. Students will be required to prepare a presentation in groups or individually. Aiming students to become active practitioners rather than passive learners the course applies student-centered method with the 30-35% of teacher-led input (with students’ quick-reflection interpretations/discussion) and 70-65% student-centered activities (individual, in pairs, group).
  Furthermore,  in accordance to Form of Course Revaluation (Part 4, point 1 of the Regulation) the course will include video screenings of selected scenes, full-length film adaptations. 


	Evaluation methods:
	A continuous assessment would be based on student study results, attendance, interaction/engagement, performance on assignments, and the results of two tests. Assessment percentage calculation:
Attendance 10%
Engagement/active participation in the classroom 15%
Presentation 10% 
Pre-Test 30%
End-of-term test 35 %

	Basic literature: 
	[bookmark: _Hlk94447699]1. “The Norton  Anthology of American Literature – Volume E
Literature since 1945, Ninth Edition, by Robert S, Michael A Elliott, 2017- The Norton Anthology of American Literature 9E (Volume 2) (wordpress.com)
, A Handbook to Literature, 6 th Edition, Macmillan Publishing Company: New York Hugh Holman & William Harmon
2. The Routledge Companion to Literature and Contemporary Globalization – Explores literature in a globalized American context.
3. “From Modernism to Postmodernism – American Poetry and Theory in the Twentieth Century” Jennifer Ashton, Cambridge University Press, 2005 
4. Judith Butler – Gender Trouble: Feminism and the Subversion of Identity -A crucial feminist theory text.Routledge. 1999
5. Elaine Showalter – A Jury of Her Peers: American Women Writers from Anne Bradstreet to Annie Proulx. 2010 
5. The American Canon: Literary Genius from Emerson to Pynchon,  Harold Bloom, Edited by David Mikics, 2019
Tennessee Williams's A Streetcar Named Desire by Harold Bloom, 1998
Toni Morrison's Beloved (Bloom's Notes) by Harold Bloom, 1998/2002
“Beloved” Toni Morrison 
“The American Pastoral” Philip Roth
“A Streetcar Named Desire” Tennessee Williams 
“Lolita” Vladimir Nabokov 
Don DeLillo – “Falling Man”
Khaled Hosseini – “The Kite Runner”

	Additional literature:  
	1. “Narrative Fiction – Contemporary Poetics” Sh. R. Kenan, Routledge, 2002
1.“Books and Beyond” Kenneth Womack , Greenwood Press, 2008
2.“Contemporary Literature 1970 – Present”, Linda Trinih Moser, Kathryn West, Facts On File, 2010
3. “Outline of American Literature”Revised edition,  Kathryn Vanspanckeren, 2011-(1) (PDF) Kathryn VanSpanckeren Outline of American Literature 2011- | Tanusree Mandal - Academia.edu
4. Review of Contemporary Fiction: XVI, 1: The Future of Fiction Paperback, John O'Brien (Ed), David Foster Wallace (Ed), April 11 1996

	Teaching plan
	

	Week
	Unit 

	Week 1:
	Introduction to the course and curricula
What is “contemporary” literature?
Historical, cultural, and literary context of Contemporary literature
Robert Penn Warren – “Why do We Read Fiction?” 
Vladimir Nabokov – “Good reader and Good writer”

	Week 2:
	Contemporary American Poetry 
Maya Angelou-selected poetry
Autobiographical elements, historical and cultural representation in Maya Angelou's poetry
“Phenomenal Woman,” “Still I Rise”, 

	Week 3:
	Robert Lowell-selected poetry 
The concept of Confessional poetry
“Man and Wife”, “Skunk Hour,” “Waking in the Blue,”
OR
Anne Sexton – selected poetry 
“Her Kind,” “The Truth the Dead Know,” “The Starry Night”).
Selections from interviews (videos) or essays where Sexton discusses her poetry and her struggles with mental illness 

	Week 4:
	Tennessee Williams- “A Streetcar Named Desire”
Historical and cultural context  
Clash between New South vs Old South values
Social changes in post-WWII America

	Week 5:
	Vladimir Nabokov “Lolita”
Unreliable narrator in “Lolita”
Nabokov’s use of language and intertextuality 

	Week 6:
	“Lolita”
Historical and cultural context (published 1955) and censorship 
Themes of pedophilia and obsession in Lolita
Discuss and compare renowned paedophilia cases-ex.  Case of Jeffrey Epstein&P Diddy

	Week 7:
	Arthur Miller- “Death of a Salesman”
Theme of American Dream and social pressure
Family Dynamics and inner struggles of the characters

	Week 8:
	Mid-term test 1

	Week 9:
	Beat poets
Allen Ginsberg’s Howl ; Jack Kerouac; Lawrence Ferlinghetti; William Burrough
African American Poetics- Gwendolyn Brooks


	Week 10:
	Toni Morrison – “Beloved”-part 1
Historical and cultural context 

	Week 11:
	Toni Morrison – “Beloved”-part 2
Emotional and physical consequences of slavery on characters
Mock -trial of Sethe

	Week 12:  
	Philip Roth – “American Pastoral” 
Search for Identity and Assimilation of immigrants 

	Week 13:    
	Post-9/11 American literature-Don DeLillo – “Falling Man”
Changes in society after 9/11 attacks
The concept of “the other” after 9/11

	Week 14:  
	Khaled Hosseini – “The Kite Runner”
Immigrant literature in the United States
Culture clash and culture shock 

	Week 15:   
	Pre-Test 2

	Academic policies and code of conduct

	In accordance with Article 12, par. 1&2 of the Regulation for the Bachelor studies students have to attend 75% of the classes. Hence, the absence will affect students’ participation in the test/exam and grades. Use of mobile phones and other electronic devices during the class is prohibited if not required by the professor/assistant for activity.   
Full implementation of universal academic policies and standards, as well as relevant provisions of the UP, is required.   
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