Course title: Review of American Literature till 1900
	Basic course information
	

	Academic unit: 
	Department of English language and literature 

	Course title:
	Review of American Literature till 1900

	Level:
	BA

	Course status:
	Mandatory

	Year of study:
	Year III

	A number of hours per week:
	2+2

	ECTS credits:
	6 ECTS

	Time/Place
	According to the schedule | 

	Course instructor:
	Assoc. Prof. Dr.Seniha Krasniqi

	Contact details: 
	seniha.krasniqi@uni-pr.edu  

	Course description: 
	The course is an outline of the chronological evolution of the American literature starting from the colonial period to the 1900s. Students will engage with key works that reflect the diverse cultural, political, and social forces that shaped the United States from the colonial era to the end of the 19th century. Through readings in poetry, fiction, essays, and speeches, we will examine the development of American literary traditions, the evolution of national identity, and the ways in which writers grappled with themes of freedom, race, gender, democracy, and morality.   The course introduces the most important works of American literature from different genres by analyzing novels, short stories, and poetry. 
To enhance student engagement and make the course more relevant to contemporary contexts, students will participate in project-based assignments, create digital storytelling projects from characters’ perspectives, conduct podcast-style interviews exploring key themes, and contribute to the maintenance of a course-related website.

	Course objectives:
	The course aims to enable students to grasp literature by developing their critical and aesthetic senses and by acquainting them with the rich, literary heritage of America to comprehend the America today. 

Aiming to offer a historical approach that positions the literature in relation to a socio-historical and political framework, the course examines not only the literary works but the circumstances from which they arise.



	Learning outcomes:


	Upon successful completion of this course, student will be able to: 

	
	-describe the historical development of the American literature, 


	
	- identifies the main ideas of types in different literary periods,


	
	- analyzes cultural and literary themes as stated in selected works of this period of American literature,


	
	-classify differences of social and political conditions in different periods and its effect on the literary works,

	
	- examine/analyse the relationship between literary works and the historical contexts

	
	- demonstrate critical thinking skills regarding works of American literature,

	
	-communicate understanding of American literature using well-organized analytical paper.

		Student workload: 


	Activity 
	Class hours                   
	Days/Weeks
	Total

	Lectures 
	2 
	15
	30

	Exercise
	2 
	15
	30

	Practical work
	
	
	

	Midterm test preparation
	2.5
	6
	15

	Consultations with the course instructor
	20 min
	15
	4

	Fieldwork
	
	
	

	Test, seminar paper
	2
	3
	6

	Homework assignments
	1
	5
	5

	Self-study (library/home)
	2
	10
	20

	Final exam preparation 
	4
	5
	20

	Assessment time (test, quiz, final exam)
	3
	4
	12

	Projects, presentations, etc.
	3
	3
	9

	Total
	
	151:25 = 6
6 ECTS




	Mode of course delivery:  
	In accordance with Annex 1 of the Regulation for Assessment System of the Student Performance, Prot. no. 1/909-UP, Lectures are delivered in Lecture based methodology with the Interactional lectures and Discussion techniques. In addition to this, Inquiry-based methodology through individual, pair or group techniques with projects, analysis which enables active participation of the students rather than passive reception helping students develop critical thinking and independent research skills, moreover,  connecting literary texts to broader contexts (historical, cultural, theoretical).
Lectures will start with an informative introduction. Students are required to read certain works and materials beforehand. Aiming students to become active practitioners rather than passive learners the course applies student-centered method with the 30-35% of teacher-led input (with students’ quick-reflection interpretations/discussion) and 70-65% student-centered activities (individual, in pairs, group). Students will be required to prepare a presentation in groups or individually.  Furthermore, there will be organized video presentations of the selected fragments or a complete film adaptation.

	Evaluation methods:
	A continuous assessment would be based on student study results, attendance, interaction/engagement, performance on assignments, and the results of two tests. Assessment percentage calculation:
Attendance 10%
Engagement/active participation in the classroom 15%
Presentation 10% 
Pre-Test 30%
End-of-term test 35 %

	[bookmark: _Hlk192423899]Basic literature: 
	1. Anthology of American Literature. Vol. I. 10th ed. George McMichael, et al. Pearson. Prentice Hall. 2011. 
2. Richard Gray – A History of American Literature. 2012. https://students.aiu.edu/submissions/profiles/resources/onlineBook/j7h8C3_A_History_of_American_Literature_2nd.pdf 
3. Harold Bloom – The Best of American Literature: The American Canon. 2019
4.	“Autobiography” Benjamin Franklin https://www.google.com/books/edition/Autobiography_of_Benjamin_Franklin/OJMEAAAAYAAJ?hl=en&gbpv=1&dq=Autobiography+benjamin+franklin&printsec=frontcover  
5.	“The Scarlet Letter” Nathaniel Hawthorne, https://www.google.com/books/edition/The_Scarlet_Letter/e1eMCgAAQBAJ?hl=en&gbpv=1&dq=scarlet+letter&printsec=frontcover 
5.	Portrait of a Lady - https://www.google.com/books/edition/The_Portrait_of_a_Lady/3xpFAQAAMAAJ?hl=en&gbpv=1&dq=portrait+of+a+lady&printsec=frontcover
5.	“The Fall of the House  of Usher” Edgar Allan Poe-The Project Gutenberg eBook The Fall of the House of Usher, by Edgar Allan Poe
6.	“The Adventures of Huckleberry Finn” Mark Twain https://www.google.com/books/edition/Adventures_of_Huckleberry_Finn/mWHcDAAAQBAJ?hl=en&gbpv=1&dq=huckleberry+finn&printsec=frontcover 
7. Rip Van Winkle- https://www.gutenberg.org/files/60976/60976-h/60976-h.htm  
8. General History of Virginia- https://www.google.com/books/edition/The_Generall_Historie_of_Virginia_New_En/z77xqkcCBOwC?hl=en&gbpv=1&dq=general+history+of+virginia&printsec=frontcover 
9. History of Plymouth Plantation https://www.google.com/books/edition/History_of_Plimoth_Plantation/OWFAcDEnVMEC?hl=en&gbpv=1 
10. Moby Dick The Project Gutenberg eBook of Moby Dick; Or the Whale, by Herman Melville 


	Additional literature:  
	1.“From Puritanism to Postmodernism: A History of American Literature” Malcolm., Bradbury, Richard Rulande, Penguin Books, 1993.
2. Walt Whitman (Bloom's BioCritiques) by Harold Bloom (Introduction),1985
2.“A companion to the Literatures of Colonial America” Edited by Susan Castillo and Ivy Schweitzer, Blackwell 2005,
3.“American Literature from 1600 through the 1850s” edited by Adam Augustyn, Britannica Educational Publishing 2011 (25) American Literature From 1600 through 1985s (Edited by Adam Augustyn) | Aris Hidayatulloh - Academia.edu

	Teaching plan
	

	Week
	Unit 

	Week 1:
	Introduction to the course and curriculum
Periods of American literature 

	Week 2:
	The Colonial Period 
Puritanism – influences on literary creation of the period
John Smith-“The General History of Virginia”
William Bradford-“Of Plymouth Plantation”

	Week 3:
	Introduction to American The Age of Reason and Enlightenment Period
Benjamin Franklin – “Autobiography” 
Franklin’s aphorisms

	Week 4:
	Romanticism and the American Renaissance 
Washington Irving- “Rip Van Winkle”
Comparing with Irving’s “The Legend of Sleepy Hollow”

	Week 5:
	The Dark Romantics
Nathaniel Hawthorne – “The Scarlet Letter” -Part 1
Guilt and punishment in Puritan Society

	Week 6:
	Nathaniel Hawthorne – “The Scarlet Letter”-Part 2
Gender dynamics and Power
Character evolution
Write a monologue as a selected character

	Week 7:
	The Dark Romantics
Edgar Allan Poe – life and work 
Poe’s essay “The Philosophy of Composition”
Annabel Lee; The Raven 

	Week 8:
	Mid-term test 1

	Week 9:
	Edgar Allan Poe – “The Fall of the House of Usher”
Ambiguity of reality vs. hallucination
Narration and influence of unnamed narrator


	Week 10:
	Realism, Satire, and American Identity
Mark Twain – “The Adventures of Huckleberry Finn”-Part 1
Language, race, and social critique

	Week 11:
	Mark Twain – “The Adventures of Huckleberry Finn” -part 2
Huck’s moral development and Symbolism of the river

Realism
Introduction to Henry James “Portrait of a Lady”-Part 1
James’ preface on his writing method in “The Portrait of a Lady” 

	Week 12:  
	Henry James “Portrait of a Lady”-Part 2 
Culture clash-American vs Europe

	Week 13:    
	Emily Dickinson – selected poetry
Unique Style: punctuation, capitalization, dashes& slant rhyme

	Week 14:  
	Walt Whitman – selected poetry
Leaves of Grass-Song of Myself (selected)
Whitman’s spiritual and philosophical explorations

	Week 15:   
	Pre-Test 2

	Academic policies and code of conduct

	In accordance with Article 12, par. 1&2 of the Regulation for the Bachelor studies students have to attend 75% of the classes. Hence, the absence will affect students’ participation in the test/exam and grades. Use of mobile phones and other electronic devices during the class is prohibited if not required by the professor/assistant for activity.   
Full implementation of universal academic policies and standards, as well as relevant provisions of the UP, is required.   





2

