Course title: American short story
	Basic course information
	

	Academic unit: 
	Department of English language and literature 

	Course title:
	American short story

	Level:
	BA

	Course status:
	Elective

	Year of study:
	Year IV

	A number of hours per week:
	2+0

	ECTS credits:
	3 ECTS

	Time/Place
	According to the schedule | 

	Course instructor:
	Ass. Prof. Seniha Krasniqi

	Contact details: 
	seniha.krasniqi@uni-pr.edu  

	Course description: 
	This course will focus on a short story history as a prosaic form, following the chronology of the publication of the works in order to reflect on its evolution in America. It will deal with the short story as a reflection on the social and cultural movement/issue, and the use of such forms of expression and personal identity. Readings will include a number of authors in order to discover formal concerns and include the thematic issue in this literary form.

	Course objectives:
	The course aims to:
1. introduce students to the literary genre of the short story.
2. study the development of the modern short story through Romanticism, Realism, Modernism, and Postmodernism.
3. enable students to read critically and analytically, and to identify the central literary and cultural principles of the aforementioned periods.
4. introduce the literary features of prominent American authors,
5. introduce students to literary characters, plots/events, and themes.
6. familiarize students with the tradition and themes of American short stories where they will better understand the living conditions of the past and present that lead to the creation of short stories.



	[bookmark: _Hlk84088660]Learning outcomes:
	Upon successful completion of this course, students will be able to: 

	
	• Expand their knowledge of literary elements and techniques, such as viewpoint, plot, and narrative, in understanding the short story as a literary form.

	
	• Develop interpretive and analytical skills by engaging with the rhetorical elements of the short story

	
	• Build a critical methodology and vocabulary for reading short stories

	
	• Position texts in relation to major literary movements

	
	• Develop an understanding of short stories within the context of literary and socio-cultural history

	
	• Develop expertise in formulating critical writing and expressing it clearly

		Student workload: 


	Activity 
	Class hours                   
	Days/Weeks
	Total

	Lectures 
	2
	15
	22.5

	Exercise
	
	
	

	Practical work
	
	
	

	Midterm test preparation
	2
	5
	10

	Consultations with the course instructor
	20 min
	5
	3

	Field work
	
	
	

	Test, seminar paper
	2
	4
	8

	Homework assignments
	1
	5
	5

	Self-study (library/home)
	1
	8
	8

	Final exam preparation 
	2
	5
	10

	Assessment time (test, quiz, final exam)
	1.5
	4
	6

	Projects, presentations, etc.
	2
	2
	4

	Total
	
	75.2: 25=3
3 ECTS




	Mode of course delivery:  
	Lectures will start with an informative introduction. Students are required to read certain works and materials beforehand. Class discussion will be the main method of the course. Students will be required to prepare a presentation in groups or individually.  
Over the term, students will take a number of quizzes which will be a combination of multiple-choice and short answer questions based upon the course readings and in-class discussions.

	Evaluation methods:
	A continuous assessment would be based on student study results, attendance, interaction/engagement, performance on assignments, and the results of two tests. Assessment percentage calculation:
Attendance 10%
Engagement/active participation in the classroom 10%
Presentation 10% 
Homework/Portfolio 5 %
Pre-Test 30%
End-of-term test 35 %

	Basic literature: 
	1. “Anthology of the American Short Story” James Nagel, Cengagen Learning 2007,
2. “The Oxford Book of American Short Stories” edited by Joyce Carol Oates, Oxford University Press, 2012
3. “ The Anatomy of Criticism: Four Essays” Northop Frye, Princton university Press, 1957

	Additional literature:  
	1. “The Cambridge Introduction to the American Short Story” Martin Scofield, Cambridge University Press, 2006
2. “The Short Story An Introduction” Paul March – Russell, Edinburgh University Press, 2009
3. “A Companion to the American Short Story” ed.Alfred Bendixen and James Nagel, Blackwell publishing , 2010 


	Teaching plan
	

	Week
	Unit 

	Week 1:
	Introduction to the course 
 

	Week 2:
	The development of the American short story through history
Short story elements


	Week 3:
	The Rise of Romanticism:1820‐1865 
Washington Irving, "The Legend of Sleepy Hollow"    

	Week 4:
	Nathaniel Hawthorne “The Birth‐mark”    or “Young Goodman Brown” 

	Week 5:
	Edgar Allan Poe – “The Tell-Tale Heart”

	Week 6:
	Edgar Allan Poe – The Cask of Amontillado  

	Week 7:
	Realism and Naturalism:1865‐1910
Henry James, “The Real Thing” 

	Week 8:
	Pre-test I

	Week 9:
	Kate Chopin – “The Story of an Hour”   

	Week 10:
	Modernism, the beginning of XX century, and Post-War period, 1910 - 1950  Ernest Hemingway – The Cat in The Rain

	Week 11:
	Philip Roth- “The Conversion of the Jews”

	Week 12:  
	Shirley Jackson – “Louisa  Please Come Home” 
Flannery O’Connor, “Revelation”

	Week 13:    
	Kurt Vonegu -“Harrison Bergeron”  or  The Gift of the Magi (1905) by O. Henry

	Week 14:  
	Postmodernism 
George Saunders - “The Semplica Girl Diaries” 

	Week 15:   
	Pre-Test II

	Academic policies and code of conduct

	In accordance with Article 11, par. 2 of the Regulation for the Bachelor studies students have to attend 75% of the classes. Hence, the absence will affect students’ grades. Use of mobile phones and other electronic devices during the class is prohibited if not required by the professor/assistant for activity.   
Full implementation of universal academic policies and standards, as well as relevant provisions of the UP, is required.   
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