Course title: Shakespeare  
	Basic course information
	

	Academic unit: 
	Department of English language and literature 

	Course title:
	Shakespeare

	Level:
	BA

	Course status:
	Mandatory

	Year of study:
	Year III

	A number of hours per week:
	3+2

	ECTS credits:
	6 ECTS

	Time/Place
	According to the schedule | 

	Course instructor:
	Assoc. Prof. Seniha Krasniqi

	Contact details: 
	seniha.krasniqi@uni-pr.edu  

	Course description: 
	This course enables students to read and analyse some of the most famous plays, tragedies, comedies, history plays, and sonnets thus they will deepen their knowledge of Shakespeare’s genious work. Some of the plays are given shorter time due to their elaboration in the course Medieval and Renaissance Literature, hence having a complementary feature and more in-depth analysis. Film and TV adaptations of the plays may be used to enhance discussion and reflection. Moreover, the staging prepared by the students will enable them to further connect to the settings and the plots of the plays, hence extend their meaning for them.   
To make it more tangible and closer to our students the course offers recommendations of various materials such as, series, documentaries, clips which used Shakespeare as their reference and his plays as the theme and prove his contemporary significance.
   
In the critical discussions, we shall discuss the themes of appearance/reality, transformation, order/disorder, and conflict as well as issues of gender, race, sexuality, class, family relations, betrayal, jealousy, love, fear, revenge, existentialism, history, duty, morality, magic, power, and ambition.

	Course objectives:
	This course aims at providing students with deeper and more systematic knowledge of Shakespeare’s works. A special focus lies on dramatic constituents, style, construction techniques, characters, and themes as well as construction techniques in Shakespearean sonnets.
By offering the input on Shakespeare’s life and period as well as using original and modern text versions the course aims to offer a complete comprehension of Shakespeare’s background, style, and contribution to the English language. 
Using creative project assignments (maquette of Globe theater, costumes, portraits, decorations/items from Shakespeare’s plays) for the “Shakespeare’s corner” and activities (such as pavement-ing selected sonnets and taking photographs with the costumes in the theater, animating selected plays), the course intends to present delight and pleasure in learning Shakespeare’s work.   Furthermore, the course aims to make students appreciate the variety of Shakespeare’s works and the beauty and originality of Shakespeare’s language.




	Learning outcomes:
	Upon successful completion of this course, student will be able to: 

	
	-recognize the developments of Shakespeare's art, works and period he represented 

	
	-identify the importance of of the themes and motifs used in Shakespeare’s work 


	
	-interpret/discuss criticism and apply it within an academic argument


	
	- use appropriate terminology and concepts to discuss the plot, characterization, themes and linguistic devices in selected plays 


	
	-analyze Shakespeare’s themes and their relation with the contemporary period

	
	-evaluate Shakespeare's work and timelessness of Shakespeare’s relevance

	
	-compose essay with strong arguments on his contribution to literature and the development of modern thought

		Student workload:

	Activity 
	Class hours                   
	Days/Weeks
	Total

	Lectures 
	3 (135)
	15
	33.75

	Exercise
	2 (90)
	15
	22.5

	Practical work
	
	
	

	Midterm test preparation
	2
	5
	10

	Consultations with the course instructor
	20 min
	15
	4

	Fieldwork
	
	
	

	Test, seminar paper
	2
	6
	12

	Homework assignments
	1
	10
	10

	Self-study (library/home)
	2
	13
	26

	Final exam preparation 
	4
	4
	16

	Assessment time (test, quiz, final exam)
	2
	4
	8

	Projects, presentations, etc.
	3
	4
	12

	Total
	
	150.25:25 = 6
6 ECTS




	Mode of course delivery:  
	Lectures will start with an informative introduction. Students are required to read certain works and materials beforehand. Class discussion will be the main method of the course. Students will be required to prepare a presentation in groups or individually.  Furthermore, there will be organized video presentations of the selected fragments or a complete film adaptation or theatre performance (if not possible to see it in the theatre). 
Students will likewise have to prepare a performance from the selected scene of the plays and creating videos as an adaptation to the sonnets which will be presented during the lectures/exercises. 
Over the term, students will take a number of quizzes which will be a combination of multiple-choice and short answer questions based upon the course readings and in-class discussions.

	Evaluation methods:
	A continuous assessment would be based on student study results, attendance, interaction/engagement, performance on assignments, and the results of two tests. Assessment percentage calculation:
Attendance 10%
Engagement/active participation in the classroom 15%
Presentation 10% 
Pre-Test 30%
End-of-term test 35 %

	Basic literature: 
	1. William Shakespeare “The Complete Works” The Riverside Shakespeare, 2nd edition (Houghton Mifflin, 1996)

2. The New Cambridge Companion to Shakespeare. Ed. Margreta de Grazia and Stanley Wells. Cambridge: Cambridge  University Press, 2010.- The New Cambridge Companion to  Shakespeare -  Google Books-362963.pdf (bcub.ro) ; 9780521886321_frontmatter.pdf (cambridge.org)

3. Harold Bloom. Bloom’s Shakespeare Through the Ages: Hamlet, Infobase Publishing, New York, 2008  best_hamlet_resource_critical_theory.pdf (weebly.com)

4.   Lawrence Danson, ed. Shakespeare's Dramatic Genres. New York: Oxford UP, 2000

5. Northop Frye, “ The Anatomy of Criticism: Four Essays” Princeton University Press, 1957 On tragedy

	Additional literature:  
	1.“The Cambridge Introduction to Shakespear”, Emma Smith, Cambridge University Press, 2007, The Cambridge Introduction to Shakespeare (Cambridge Introductions to Literature) | Emma Smith | download (b-ok.xyz)
 2.“ Shakespear’s Philosophy”, Collin McGinn, HarperCollins e-books, 2007
3.The Norton Shakespeare, Stephen Greenblatt, Walter Cohen third           ed. 2015 The Norton Shakespeare, Third Edition: Norton Ebook  (wwnorton.com) 
4.  A.C. Bradley, Shakespearean tragedy lectures on Hamlet, Othello, King Lear
Macbeth, macmillan and co., limited st. Martin's street, London
1919 The Project Gutenberg eBook of Shakespearean Tragedy, by A.C. Bradley.
4.SIGNET- selected plays
5."Shakespeare: The Invention of the Human" (PDF)   Harold_Bloom_- 
  Shakespeare: The Invention of the Human | Harold Bloom | download (b-ok.xyz)
 6.Shakespear’s Macbeth by Harold Bloom, InfoBase Publishing, 2010 
.Othello-Fully Annotated with an Introduction, by Burton Raffel, 2005, Yale University Press, Othello - Google Books

6. Harold Bloom, Hamlet Poem Unlimited , Edinburgh: Canongate, 2003 BCAD.INFO PDF free online compression - COMPRESS-PDF.BCAD.INFO
7. Heather Brown, Gender and Identity in Hamlet: A Modern Interpretation of Ophelia The Myriad: Undergraduate Academic Journal, Westminster, Utah
8. Irene G. Dash, Women’s Worlds in Shakespeare’s Plays. Newark: University of Delaware Press; London: Associated University Presses, 1997
Dash, Irene G. Shakespeare, Feminism and Gender, New York Palgrave, 2001,
9. Philip Davis, Shakespeare Thinking, London: Continuum, 2007
10. Sara Deats, Antony and Cleopatra, New Critical Essays, Routledge, 2005
11. Jonathan Dollimore,, Radical Tragedy: Religion, Ideology and Power in the Drama of Shakespeare and his Contemporaries, 3rd edn, Basingstoke: Palgrave Macmillan,2004
12.  Dusinberre, Juliet, Shakespeare and the Nature of Women, Palgrave Macmillan, 3rd ed. 2003  
13. Juliet Dusinberre, Squeaking Cleopatras: gender and performance in Antony and Cleopatra. In: Bulman, James C. Shakespeare, theory, and performance. London: Routledge, 1996
14. Northrop Frye, ed. Garry Sherbert, Troni Y. Grande, Northrop Frye's Writings on Shakespeare and the Renaissance, Vol.28, University of Toronto Press, 2010
15. Northrop Frye, Fools of Time: Studies in Shakespearean Tragedy , London: Oxford University Press, 1967
16. Kemp, Theresa D. Women in the Age of Shakespeare, Greenwood Press, California, 2010
17. Bruce W. Young, Family Life in the Age of Shakespeare, Greenwood Press, Connecticut, London, 2009 
18. William Hazlitt , Characters of Shakespeare's Plays,  C. H. Reynell, 21 Piccadilly, 1817. Characters of Shakespeare's Plays by William Hazlitt - Free Ebook (gutenberg.org)

	Teaching plan
	

	Week
	Unit 

	Week 1:
	Introduction to the course 
The Elizabethan world and Shakespeare
The Globe Theatre  	
Shakespeare's language
"On Shakespeare," by John Milton

	Week 2:
	The sonnet tradition (Petrarch, Sidney, Spenser) 
Shakespeare’s sonnets – analysis of selected sonnets (Dark Lady; Fair Youth)
Shooting a clip on the selected sonnet
“Shakespearizing” our faculty (fieldwork)-Pavement sonnet

	Week 3:
	Hamlet 	
Recommended-Watch Slings & Arrows season 1 
(discuss	text	&	concept)

	Week 4:
	Hamlet from the perspective of Ophelia: Ophelia a novel by Lisa Klein
Comparison with vocal Ophelia 
Hamlet and Us- Compare and Contrast


	Week 5:
	King Lear
Considering the injured father or the degraded king
Discussing hamartia, anagnorisis, victims of circumstance and victims of choice
The Year of Lear by James Shapiro-
The Year of Lear – Shakespeare Unlimited | Podcast on Spotify-watch
Recommended-Watch Slings & Arrows season 3

	Week 6:
	Macbeth 
Machiavellian figures
Recommended-Watch House of Cards series

	Week 7:
	Romans play-Julius Caesar 
Staging a selected scene

	Week 8:
	Mid-term test I

	Week 9:
	Antony and Cleopatra  – part I
Critics on Gender Perspective
“Otherness” 
Peritpeteia 
Write an Ode to Cleopatra

	Week 10:
	Antony and Cleopatra  – part II 
Orientalism -Edward Said
Plutarch and Shakespeare's Cleopatra

	Week 11:
	Othello -Part II
Racism and colorblind reading of Othello-Discussion

	Week 12:  
	Much Ado About Nothing or Merry Wives of Windsor –  part II
Turning the comedy into tragedy

	Week 13:    
	Richard  III
Fact or Fiction

	Week 14:  
	Richard III
Recommended-Commenting Richard III through Looking for Richard by Al Pacino

	Week 15:   
	Test II

	Academic policies and code of conduct

	In accordance with Article 11, par. 2 of the Regulation for the Bachelor studies students have to attend 75% of the classes. Hence, the absence will affect students’ grades. Use of mobile phones and other electronic devices during the class is prohibited if not required by the professor/assistant for activity.   
Full implementation of universal academic policies and standards, as well as relevant provisions of the UP, is required.   
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