
Syllabus for the course: European Union and Kosovo

	Basic data on the course

	Academic Unit: 
	Faculty of Law

	Name of course:
	European Union and Kosovo

	Level of study:
	LLM

	Status of the course:
	Optional

	Year of studies:
	 I

	No. hours per week:
	2+0

	Credits – ECTS:
	3

	Time / location:
	

	Academic year:
	

	Lecturer: 
	Prof. Asoc. Remzije Istrefi  


	Contact: 
	remzije.istrefi@uni-pr.edu 


	

	
Description of the course: 
	
The present course adresses the need of students for clarifying and updating the framework in which they study the process of EU Integration and the Europeanization phenomenon at large. As a result the course will address the ways in which we study EU integration (both theoretical and methodological), the state of the art framework that can be employed by anyone seeking to broaden and deepen their knowledge of the Europeanization process. The course will tackle the concept of Europeanization from different angles; Looking at the evolution of the concept and the fierce debates it has triggered in the last two decades, and main Theories and International Relations Theories explaining the role of international and regional organizations. The course is, therefore, an attempt at picking up the pace of studies on Europeanization, applied on the concrete case study of Kosovo and its relations with the EU. In this context, the course is organized as follows: part one explores the conceptual debates and theories focused on EU integration and opens the avenue for the theoretical and methodological inquiries, part two is a guide for the theoretical patchwork of Europeanization where the rationalist and constructivist approaches stand as a centerpiece; finally, part three is dedicated to the unpacking the process of EU integration in the case of Kosovo analyzed from various policy perspectives.  
       

	
Course objectives: 
	Overall, the course aims to offer students a complex understanding of the main challenges of Europeanization with the particular focus on Kosovo’ experience in the EU accession framework.
The main objectives of the course are:

1. Advance student’s knowledge in the functioning of the EU, and it enlargement process;
2. To advance students’ knowledge on how the EU’s common foreign and security policy is affecting western Balkan countries;  
3. To advance students’ knowledge on the process and challenges of EU integration; 
4. Students will be exposed to the main theoretical approaches and core debates about how to best understand the processes and integrative efforts of the western Balkan countries with particular attention to Kosovo;
5. To increase the level of critical thinking of the students on the issue of EU integration with particular focus on Kosovo’s integrative efforts.


	
Expected learning results: 
	
After completion of this study course, the student
will be able to:
	
1. Gain deeper knowledge on the functioning of the EU and its enlargement policies;
2. Distinguish main legal and policy framework that relates to enlargement process; 
3. Spot  and predict the main EU politics toward Western Balkan Countries’
4. Know how the EU engages with Kosovo authorities  in formulating  the integration process; 
5. Know the steps that Kosovo needs to undertake in order to get closer to the EU. 


	

	Student contribution ( which therefore shall correspond with the results of learning)  

	Activity
	Hour
	 Day/week  
	Total 

	Lecture 
	2
	15
	30

	Theoretical/ laboratory exercises 
	
	
	

	Tutorial 
	-
	-
	-

	Contact with the Professor/Consultations 
	20 min.
	15
	5

	Field exercises 
	-
	-
	-

	Colloquium, seminars 
	1
	2
	2

	Homework 
	-
	-
	-

	Student self-learning (at the library or at home)   
	3
	6
	18

	Final preparation for the exam
	3
	2
	6

	Time spent on evaluation (tests, quiz, final exam) 
	2
	2
	4

	Projects, presentation etc. 
 
	2
	5
	10

	Total

	
	
	75.0 hour

	

	
Teaching methodology:  
	The teaching methodology includes lectures, open discussions, interactive presentations (Power Point) and simulation of the work of the European Union institutions, especially the institutions that have roles in the legislative process. The course will encourage critical reflection, the use of abundant academic texts related to topics and discussions in general.

	
	 

	
Evaluation methodology: 
	
Student evaluation is based on the forms reflecting points gained in % as follows: 

-Mid-term exam-30%
-Final exam-30%
-Seminars -30%
-In class active discussion-10%
Total-100%

	Literature

	
Basic Literature:  
	
Selected chapters from:
 
Highs and Lows of European Integration, Sixty Years After the Treaty of Rome, Antoniolli, Luisa, Bonatti, Luigi, Ruzza, Carlo (Eds.), 2019
Foreign Policy Integration: A Comparative Study of Kosovo and Ukraine, Palgrave MacMillan, 2018

Post-conflict europeanization and the war of meanings The challenges of EU conditionality in Bosnia-Herzegovina and Kosovo, Miruna Trancota, 2016.


	
Additional Literature:  
	Internet sources with specific interest in the EU

EU official webpage: http://europa.eu/ ;

Treaty of Lisbon available at: https://eur-lex.europa.eu/resource.html?uri=cellar:2bf140bf-a3f8-4ab2-b506-fd71826e6da6.0023.02/DOC_1&format=PDF. 

EU Global Strategy available at: https://eeas.europa.eu/topics/eu-global-strategy_en 

Kosovo EU  integration strategy available at: http://www.kryeministri-ks.net/repository/docs/National_Strategy_for_European_Integration_Kosovo_2020_ENG.PDF
European Union Office in Kosovo 
European Union Special Representative in Kosovo: https://eeas.europa.eu/delegations/kosovo_en/1387/Kosovo*%20and%20the%20EU 

Kosovo European Neighbourhood Policy And Enlargement Negotiations : https://ec.europa.eu/neighbourhood-enlargement/countries/detailed-country-information/kosovo_en 

Kosovo Government: https://www.rks-gov.net/EN/f43/republic-of-kosovo/government 

Kosovo Official Gazette: https://gzk.rks-gov.net/

Ministry of European Integration:  http://www.mei-ks.net/en/home 




	Designed teaching plan:  


	Week
	Lecture to be elaborated: 

	
Week one:
	
Introduction to the Course


	
Week two:
	
Part I.1 The Idea of Europe and  EU integration
 

	
Week three:
	Part I.2. The conceptual debates and theories focused on EU integration 
The rationalist and constructivist approaches 
Neo-functionalism
Intergovernmentalism


	
Week four:
	Part I.3. The conceptual debates and theories focused on EU integration (continuation)
Liberal Intergovernmentalism
(New) Institutionalism
Multi -level Governance  


	
Week five:  
	
II. EU foreign policy towards Western Balkan’s
Stabilisation & Association Process


	
Week six:
	III. EU and Kosovo
The European integration process of Kosovo
Main Mechanisms and Institutions
SAA, IPA, Visa liberalization process,  and other instruments


	
Week seven:  
	III.1 Kosovo –EU Legal framework, strategies and action plans:
EU Integration strategy: STRATEGY – 2020

	
Week eight:   
	
Mid-term exam


	
Week nine:  
	III.2 EU and Kosovo Political relations-EU s presence in Kosovo 
European Union Office in Kosovo  
EU Special Representative (EUSR), 
European Security and Defence Policy (ESDP) 
EU mission in the rule of law area (EULEX) 


	
Week ten:
	III.3   Political and financial commitment to Kosovo  
EU Technical and financial cooperation
Economic Relations
Instrument for Pre-Accession Assistance (IPA)

	
Week eleven:
	III.4  EU and other international presences in Kosovo
Cooperation or rivalry?
UNMIK; NATO /KFOR; OSCE; CoE.
Legal framework for cooperation: UNSC Resolution 1244.

	
Week twelve:   
	III.5 Guest speaker/visit ( EU institutions in Kosovo and /or Ministry of European Integration )

	
Week thirteen:    
	III.6 Measuring progress

Progress reports on Kosovo


	
Week fourteen:   
	III.7  Kosovo CSO’s and EU integration processes 
EU –Kosovo Civil society dialogue

	
Week fifteen:    
	
Final exam




	Academic policies and rules of conduct:

	 
Students during the process of learning, examinations, as well as their presence in the faculty should pay attention to: 
· respect the academic and non-academic staff of the university 
· not hinder the teaching process, and respect all class rules;
· not use food, drinks, chewing-gums in the class room;
· not  use the mobile phone in the class room;
· respect the exam rules and other tests
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