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I. COURSE DESCRIPTION

The course focuses on twentieth century American drama, featuring the most notable playwrights of the nation: Eugene O’Neill, Tennessee Williams, Arthur Miller, and Edward Albee.
Six American plays are singled out for close readings to showcase kinds of drama – and their characteristic features - against the socio-political and cultural backdrop of 20th century US.  Discussion of Eugene O’ Neill’s The Iceman Cometh as a play influenced heavily by European drama (Strindberg) and philosophy (Schopenhauer, Nietzsche, Freud); Tennessee Williams’s The Glass Menagerie, a memory play that shot the author to fame, and A Streetcar Named Desire, the tale of a catastrophic confrontation between fantasy and reality, embodied in the characters of Blanche DuBois and Stanley Kowalski, in a post-recession era; Arthur Miller’s Death of a Salesman, “the tragedy of a man who gave his life, or sold it” in pursuit of the American Dream, as described by the author, and his The Crucible, a play about the Salem witchcraft trials (in the Massachusetts of the 1690s), which has similarities to “McCarthyism” of the1950s in America; and  Edward Albee’s Who’s Afraid of Virginia Woolf?, a play about the breakdown of the marriage of a middle-aged couple, Martha and George. 

II. MAIN TEXTS (REQUIRED READING LIST)

REQUIRED READING LIST

Eugene O’Neill, The Iceman Cometh;
Tennessee Williams, The Glass Menagerie; A Streetcar Named Desire;
Arthur Miller, Death of a Salesman; The Crucible;
Edward Albee, Who’s Afraid of Virginia Woolf?
Note: STUDENTS ARE EXPECTED TO READ AT LEAST FOUR OUT OF THE SIX PLAYS ABOVE, PREFERABLY ONE PLAY PER AUTHOR.

III. BACKGROUND LITERATURE (relevant chapters)
Harold Bloom, Modern American Drama, edited and with an introduction by Harold Bloom, Chelsea House Publishers, 2005.
C.W.E. Bigsby, Modern American Drama, 1945-2000, CUP, 2004.
Susan C. W. Abbotson, Masterpieces of 20th Century American Drama, Greenwood Press, London, 2005.
David Krasner, ed., A Companion to 20th Century American Drama, Blackwell Publishing, 2005.
Note: additional material, articles on authors/works, will be provided too - electronically.

3. ASSESSMENT
Regular attendance of classes and engagement/active participation/presentation in the classroom 20%; mid-term test 40%; end-of-term test 40%. Overall grade of students will be duly aggregated, factoring in all these components.
Students failing (or failing to sit) any of the two tests will have to take a final written exam covering 100% of the course content, and graded accordingly.
More than three unauthorized absences will affect the final grade of the student. 

VI. OFFICE HOURS/Room 80
On Wednesdays (11:30-12:30 hrs).
Email me to set up a time to meet, indicating also the topic of discussion. Email: Muhamet.Hamiti@uni-pr.edu
Prof. Dr. Muhamet HAMITI
