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HIGH MODERNISM: JAMES JOYCE AND T.S. ELIOT
James Joyce in fiction, T.S. Eliot in both poetry and literary criticism, are the high priests of High Modernism in English.
The 20th century saw two world wars. The intervening period between the two wars saw the emergence of a new, Modernist literature, in reaction to the previous mode of writing in England (Victorian Age), continental Europe, and indeed the United States of America. 
The year 1922 saw the publication of James Joyce’s Ulysses, arguably the greatest novel of the century, and T.S. Eliot’s The Waste Land, the most influential poem of the century. These works of immense intellectual and artistic complexity, as well as other works by Joyce and Eliot, showcase Modernism at the highest point of potency:  both difficult and great literature.

The course samples masterpieces of a literature of discontinuity and a ‘tradition of the new’, wherein a ‘stream of consciousness’ presentation of personality and reliance on the poetic image and myth are essential vehicles of esthetic communication.

The close reading of Joyce’s and Eliot’s works will enable students to map out the Modernist literature which became a mainstream canon in Europe and the US, an international phenomenon which did not arise from separate national literary traditions.

I. Basic Literature/Required Reading
1. JAMES JOYCE (1882-1941)

From The Dubliners, collection of short stories, 1914: “The Boarding House”; “Eveline”, “The Dead”; 
A Portrait of the Artist as a Young Man, a novel, 1916.
Ulysses, a novel, 1922; the suggested edition Joyce, James, Ulysses, edited with an Introduction and Notes by Jeri Johnson, Oxford University Press, Oxford and New York, 1993 (or later reprints). Alternatively, any edition of the novel, coupled with Don Gifford, Robert J. Seidman, Ulysses Annotated: Notes for James Joyce’s Ulysses, 2008. 
2. T. S. ELIOT (1888-1965)

A selection of poems, essays, and a play

“The Love Song of J. Alfred Prufrock”, “La Figlia Che Piange”, “Gerontion”, The Waste Land, 1922, “The Hollow Men”, “Journey of the Magi”, “Little Gidding” (from Four Quartets); Murder in the Cathedral, a play,1935. 
Essays: “Ulysses, Order and Myth”, “What Is a Classic?”.
II. Background Literature
1. Muhamet Hamiti, Proza moderne: Xhozef Konradi dhe Xhejms Xhojsi, Faik Konica, Prishtinë, 2016. 
2. The Norton Anthology of English Literature, Eighth Edition, Volume 2, 2006;

3. Peter Gay, Modernism: The Lure of Heresy, From Baudelaire to Beckett and Beyond, Vintage Books, London, 2009.

2.   Richard Ellmann, James Joyce, New and Revised Edition, OUP, 1983.

3.   Schwarz, Daniel R., Reading Joyce’s Ulysses, Palgrave Macmillan, 2004.

4. Attridge, Derek, Joyce Effects: On Language, Theory and History, Cambridge University Press, 2000.

5. Andrew Gibson, Joyce’s Revenge: History, Politics and Aesthetics in Ulysses, Oxford University Press, 2002.

6. Bernard McKenna: James Joyce’s Ulysses: A Reference Guide, Greenwood Press, USA, 1996

7. Louis Menand, Discovering Modernism: T.S. Eliot and His Context, second edition, OUP, 2007
8. Jesse Matz, The Modern Novel: A Short Introduction, Wiley-Blackwell, 2004.
9. Eric Bulson, The Cambridge Introduction to James Joyce, CUP, 2006
10. Maud Ellmann, The Nets of Modernism: Henry James, Virginia Woolf, James Joyce and Sigmund Freud, CUP, 2010.
11. Malcolm Bradbury, The Modern British Novel: 1878-2001, Penguin Books, 2001. 

12. Harold Bloom, James Joyce (Bloom’s Modern Critical Views), New Edition, Infobase Publishing, 2009
13. Harold Bloom, T.S. Eliot’s The Waste Land, Infobase Publishing, 2007.

14. Harold Bloom, T. S. Eliot, Infobase Publishing, 2011. 
15. Professor James Heffernan, Joyce’s Ulysses, 24 lectures, The Teaching Company, 2001.

16. A. Nicholas Fargnoli and Michael Gillespie, James Joyce: A Literary Reference to His Life and Work, 2006

III. Attendance, Assignments/Essay, and Assessment/Grading
Attendance and engagement/active participation in the classroom 10%; seminar paper (analytical essay) 20% (the 2500 - 3000 word-long essay must be turned in by the end of April); mid-term test 40%; end-of-term test 30%. 

Absence will affect the final grade. The policy is straightforward: if you do miss a class, it is your responsibility to make sure you are adequately prepared for the next session.

You will write a thesis­driven essay which analyzes a literary matter/phenomenon thoroughly, preferably an issue across two texts. The essay should be analytic and argumentative, i.e. it ought to go beyond summary or observation.

NOTE: Students failing (or failing to sit) any of the two tests, as well as those with more than 3 unauthorized class absences, will have to take a final written exam covering 100% of the course content.
IV.  Office Hours/ Room 80
On Wednesdays (11:30-12:30 hrs).
Write to me to set up an appointment, indicating the topic of discussion. Email: Muhamet.Hamiti@uni-pr.edu
Prof. Dr. Muhamet HAMITI
