VICTORIAN LITERATURE
(Course description for 2024-2025 academic year)

BA Programme: second year – fourth semester: 3+2 

I. COURSE DESCRIPTION

The course is a survey of Victorian literature, from 1830s till the fin de la siècle, covering major novelists and poets. It examines major thematic concerns in Victorian literature, related to issues of gender, class, industrialization, progress, social reform, and religion. 

A select number of works that mark the period will be singled out for close reading and analysis in the classroom.

Alfred Tennyson, Robert Browning, Matthew Arnold, and Dante Gabriel Rossetti are the Victorian poets to be dealt with as part of this course.

The genre of the novel will dominate this course, with Charles Dickens, the Brontë sisters, George Eliot, Thomas Hardy, and Oscar Wilde (who is also covered as a playwright).
II.           MAIN TEXTS (REQUIRED READING LIST)
a) Poetry plus an essay on poetry
Alfred Tennyson: “Mariana”; “The Lotos-Eaters”; “Ulysses”; “Tears, Idle Tears”; “The Eagle”; “Crossing the Bar”.
Robert Browning: “Porphyria’s Lover”; “My Last Duchess”; “Home-Thoughts, from Abroad”. 

Mathew Arnold: “Rugby Chapel”; “Dover Beach”; (essay) “The Study of Poetry”.

Dante Gabriel Rossetti: “The Blessed Damozel”; “The Sonnet”.
Gerard Manley Hopkins: “Spring”, “Pied Beauty”.
b) Fiction/novels plus a comedy
Charles Dickens: Oliver Twist; A Christmas Carol; 

Charlotte Brontë: Jane Eyre;
Emily Brontë: Wuthering Heights;
George Eliot: Silas Marner;  
Thomas Hardy: Tess of the D’Urbervilles and/or Jude the Obscure;
Oscar Wilde, The Picture of Dorian Gray and The Importance of Being Earnest (comedy).
III.           BACKGROUND LITERATURE (relevant chapters)
1. David Daiches, A Critical History of English Literature, volumes 3 & 4, Secker & Warburg, London, 1972;

2. The Norton Anthology of English Literature, Volume 2, 2006;

4. The New Pelican Guide to English Literature, edited by Boris Ford, volume 6. FROM DICKENS TO HARDY, Penguin Books, the new edition, 1996;
5. The Victorian Novel, Edited and with an Introduction by Harold Bloom, 2004

6. Harold Bloom, Novelists and Novels, Chelsea House Publishers, Philadelphia, 2005

7. The Brontës, Edited and with an Introduction by Harold Bloom, Bloom’s Literary Criticism, an Imprint of InfoBase Publishing, 2008; 
8. Romantics and Victorians, edited by Nicola J. Watson and Shafquat Towheed, The Open University, Bloomsbury Academic, 2012.
Note: A VICTORIAN LITERATURE study pack – with all the poems listed under II. a). (Poetry and an essay) above will be provided. Likewise, a selection of texts from sources under III. is included in the pack. Students will obtain their own copies of the pack.

3. ASSESSMENT
Continuous assessment and a final written exam. 
Attendance, engagement/active participation, presentations in the classroom 20% [this component is managed together with the teaching assistant]; mid-term test 40%; end-of-term test 40%. 

Students failing (or failing to sit) any of the two tests will have to take a final written exam covering 100% of the course content.
4. OFFICE HOURS
On Wednesdays (11:30-12:30) room 80 (adjacent to the Albanian Language and Literature department, namely on the Mathematics and Sciences Faculty wing, in the first floor). Email me to set up a time to meet, indicating the topic of discussion. Email: Muhamet.Hamiti@uni-pr.edu
Prof. Dr. Muhamet HAMITI
