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I. COURSE DESCRIPTION

The course focuses on a period of English literary history spanning roughly 50 years: from 1780 to 1832.

William Blake, the Pre-Romantic poet, and the big five of English Romantic poets – Wordsworth, Coleridge, Byron, Shelley, and Keats – naturally enough make up the bulk of the poetry offered by this course. 

Jane Austen’s social novel (featuring romance and comedy) and Walter Scott’s historical novel constitute the prose fiction component.

Aims of the course

Literary phenomena of Romanticism are studied against the backdrop of socio-political and cultural developments of the time, so as to explore relationships of literature with major ideological and cultural trends, and indeed the society at large: the widening of legitimate subjects of poetry (and of literature, in general, for that matter) in Romanticism; Nature; the sensibility and the sublime; the Byronic hero; femininity, domesticity, etc. The multitude of literary forms and content –  literary works that mark the period – are singled out for close analysis, especially works that provide a probing ground for a study of generic issues, which also anticipate modern forms. 

II. MAIN TEXTS (REQUIRED READING LIST)

a. Poetry

William Blake: "The Lamb", "The Tyger", "Love's Secret", "A Poison Tree", "The Sick Rose" "'Ah! Sun-flower'", "Jerusalem", “London”;

Robert Burns: “To a Mouse”, "A Red, Red Rose";

William Wordsworth: "The Rainbow", "The Solitary Reaper", "Upon Westminster Bridge", "She Dwelt among the Untrodden Ways", "I Wandered Lonely as a Cloud", "
Samuel Taylor Coleridge: “Kubla Khan”; The Rime of the Ancient Mariner;

George Gordon Byron: Childe Harold (Canto II); "She Walks in Beauty", "When We Two Parted", "So, We'll Go No More a Roving";

Percy Bysshe Shelley: "Ozymandias", "Ode to the West Wind", "The Cloud", When the Lamp Is Shatter'd";

John Keats: "When I Have Fears", "Ode to a Grecian Urn"; "Ode to Autumn". 

b) Fiction

Jane Austin: Pride and Prejudice and Emma 
Walter Scott: Ivanhoe and/or Rob Roy

Mary Shelley, Frankenstein
c) English Literary Theory and Criticism

William Wordsworth, From “Preface to Lyrical Ballads”, pp. 262-274

Samuel Taylor Coleridge, From Biographia Literaria, pp. 474-485,





“Lectures on Shakespeare”, pp. 485-488

Thomas De Quincey, “On the Knocking at the Gate in Macbeth”, pp. 569-572

Percy Bysshe Shelley, From A Defense of Poetry, pp.837-850

John Keats, From Letters, pp. 940-945, 947-948

(Excerpts and page references, above, are from The Norton Anthology of English Literature, Volume 2, Eighth Edition, 2006)

III. MAIN SECONDARY LITERATURE (relevant chapters)

1. David Daiches, A Critical History of English Literature, volume 4, Secker & Warburg, London, 1972;

2. Romantics and Victorians, Edited by Nicola J. Watson and Shafquat Towheed, Bloomsbury Academic, London, 2012

3. The Norton Anthology of English Literature, Volume 2, 2006.

4. The Penguin History of English Literature, volume 5. THE ROMANTIC PERIOD, edited by David B. Pirie, Penguin Books, 1994;

5. The Cambridge Companion to English Literature, 1740 – 1830, Edited by Thomas Keymer and Jon Mee, Cambridge University Press, 2004
6. English Romantic Poetry, Edited and with an Introduction by Harold Bloom, 2004.
IV. ADDITIONAL SECONDARY LITERATURE (relevant parts)

1. C. M. Bowra, The Romantic Imagination, Harvard University Press, 1949;

2. The Romantic Poets, Edited and with an Introduction by Harold Bloom, Bloom’s Literary Criticism, an Imprint of Infobase Publishing, 2011;
3. Percy Bysshe Shelley, Edited and with an Introduction by Harold Bloom, 2001;
4. George Gordon, Lord Byron, Edited and with an Introduction by Harold Bloom2009;
5. Samuel Taylor Coleridge, Edited and with an Introduction by Harold Bloom, 2001
Note: A POETRTY PACK for English Literature – ROMANTICISM course with all the poems listed under II. a). (Poetry) above will be provided.
Likewise, another Study Pack of texts under II c) English Literary Theory and Criticism, as well as a selection of texts from sources under III. and IV. above will be provided. Students will obtain their own copies of both packs.
Please be advised that the class code for access to material provided for this course on classroom google is https://classroom.google.com/c/MTQ5ODM0MDA1ODcx?cjc=xpycsdq 
3. ASSESSMENT

Regular attendance of classes and engagement/active participation in the classroom 20%; 

mid-term test 40%; end-of-term test 40%. 

Students failing (or failing to sit) any of the two tests will have to take a final written exam covering 100% of the course content.

VI. OFFICE HOURS
On Tuesdays (11:00-12:00) and on Thursdays (11:30-12:30). Check for possible changes to office hours in my room no 80 (situated on the first floor, the Faculty of Sciences wing, near the Department of Albanian Language and Literature.)
Please email me to set up a time to meet. 
Email: Muhamet.Hamiti@uni-pr.edu
Prof. Dr. Muhamet HAMITI
