University of Prishtina “Hasan Prishtina”

Faculty of Philology/Department of English
MA Programme in English Literature

Academic Year: 2024/25; first semestre; 2 hours per week; 7 ECTS
Course description/syllabus for the course on

LITERARY THEORIES
I. Basic Literature/required reading

1. Richter, David H. Ed. The Critical Tradition: Classic Texts and Contemporary Trends, Third Edition. Bedford Books: Boston, 2006. See Note for details of content covered by the course*
2. Harland, Richard, Literary Theory from Plato to Barthes: An Introductory History, London, Macmillan, 1999. 
3. Aristotle, Poetics, in English.
Strongly recommended
4. The Norton Anthology of Theory and Criticism, second edition, 2010.

5. René Wellek and Austin Warren, Theory of Literature, Penguin Books, 1986 
6. Sophocles, Oedipus the King, in English and/or Albanian.
*Note: from David H. Richter’s The Critical Tradition (third edition, 2006) the following chapters:

CLASSIC LITERARY TEXTS





pp. 1-120

Sir Philip Sidney: An Apology of Poetry




132-159
John Dryden: An Essay on Dramatic Poetry 




160-188
Alexander Pope: An Essay on Criticism




199-209

Romantic Literary Theory: Wordsworth, Coleridge, Shelley, Keats

304-364

Mathew Arnold:  The Function of Criticism…, The Study of Poetry

412-434
Henry James: The Art of Fiction





464- 475

T.S. Eliot: Tradition and the Individual Talent



534-541

Martin Heidegger: Holderlin and the Essence of Poetry


611-621

F.R. Leavis: The Great Tradition





650-658

Jean Paul Sartre: Why Write?






659-672

Northrop Frye: The Archetypes of Literature




691-701

Part two

IA Richards: Principles of Literary Criticism



763-773

Victor Shklovsky:  Art as Technique





774-784

Cleanth Brooks:  Formalist Criticism





797-806

W.K. Wimsatt and Monroe C. Beardsley: The Intentional Fallacy

810-818

Ferdinand De Saussure: The Linguistic Sign




841-851

Roman Jakobson: Linguistics and Poetics




852-858

Roland Barthes: The Death of the Author




874-878

Michel Foucault: What Is an Author?





904-913

Note: A copy of the Study Pack that includes effectively all the basic material (required reading included in Richter’s The Critical Tradition) from the literature above is offered to the class at the outset of the course. Students obtain their own copies of the Study Pack by photocopying it.
A lot of the material, virtually all of it, will be posted on the classroom google platform for this:

Class code bmpghid. https://classroom.google.com/c/MjA5NjQ5MTU2NzYw?cjc=bmpghid 
 Background Literature/ Recommended reading

1. Classical Literary Theory http://www.unizar.es/departamentos/filologia_inglesa/garciala/hypercritica/01.Classical/Classical.01.html
2. Paul Fry’s Open Yale Lectures as part of his Introduction to Literary Theory:
http://oyc.yale.edu/english/engl-300#sessions
3. The Princeton Encyclopedia of Poetry and Poetics, Edited by Roland Green, Fourth Edition, Princeton University Press, 2012.
4. Murray Krieger, Theory of Criticism: A Tradition and Its System, The Johns Hopkins University Press, 1976.
7. Frye, Northrop, Anatomy of Criticism, Penguin Books, 1991 (first edition, 1957).

8. Theory of the Novel, A Historical Approach, Edited by Michael McKeon, The Johns Hopkins University Press, 2000.

9. Cuddon, J. A., A Dictionary of Literary Terms and Literary Theory, revised by M. A. R. Habib, fifth edition, Wiley-Blackwell, Penguin Books, 2013;

10. Edward Quinn, A Dictionary of Literary and Thematic Terms, Checkmark Books, New York, 1999.

II. Assessment

Regular attendance in classes and engagement/active participation in the classroom 20%; mid-term test 40%; end-of-term test 40%. 

NOTE: Students failing (or failing to sit) any of the two tests will have to take a final written exam covering 100% of the course content.

III.  Office Hours

On Thursday, from 11:30-12:30. For any changes, check announcement on the door of my office no. 80 (situated on the first floor, on the Faculty of Sciences wing, adjacent to the Departments of Albanian Language and Literature.)
Please email me to set up a time to meet. 
Email: Muhamet.Hamiti@uni-pr.edu
Prof. Dr. Muhamet HAMITI
