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Course description/syllabus for the course on

21st CENTURY FICTION IN ENGLISH
The course covers a representative set of authors writing fiction in English in the 21st century examining issues of faith, or lack of it, mortality, but also historical and modern (dystopian) vistas, as well as colonialism. Each author is represented by a novel. The course covers the Japanese-British Kazuo Ishiguro (b. 1954), Irish author John Banville (b. 1945), English author Hilary Mantel (b. 1952), South African-Australian novelist J.M. Coetzee (b. 1940), American author George Saunders (b. 1958), and Zanzibar-born British writer Abdulrazak Gurnah (b. 1948). Hillary Mantel, John Banville and George Saunders won the Booker prizes for their novels, Woolf Hall, The Sea, and Lincoln in the Bardo, respectively. Kazuo Ishiguro, J. M Coetzee, and Abdulrazak Gurnah are Nobel for Literature laureates.

This course prepares MA students to read contemporary literature in English, and not only English literature, in a globalized world that transcends national boundaries in pursuit of universal truths. The realm of literature of the new century exposes students to literary writing within and without the British and American literary evolving canon.
I. Basic Literature/Required Reading
STUDENTS SHOULD READ AT LEAST 4 OUT OF THE FOLLOWING 6 NOVELS:
1. Kazuo Ishiguro, Never Let Me Go, Vintage Books, 2006 (first published 2005)

2. John Banville, The Sea, Picador, 2005.

3. Hilary Mantel, Wolf Hall, Fourth Estate, 2009.

4. J.M. Coetzee, The Childhood of Jesus, Penguin Books, 2014 (first edition 2013).

5. George Saunders, Lincoln in the Bardo, Random House, 2017. 

6. Abdulrazak Gurnah, Afterlives, Bloomsbury Publishing, 2020.

Note: Other editions of the novels can be used.  
II. Background Literature
A Study Pack containing selected scholarly material on these 6 authors and their works will be made available to students at the beginning of the semester. Electronic copies of the novels, too.
III. Attendance, Assignments/Essay, and Assessment/Grading
Attendance and engagement/active participation in the classroom 10%; seminar paper (analytical essay) 20% - [the 2500 - 3000 word-long essay must be turned in by mid-May]; mid-term test 40%; end-of-term test 30%. 
Absence will affect the final grade. The policy is straightforward: if you do miss a class, it is your responsibility to make sure you are adequately prepared for the next session.

You will write a thesis­driven essay which analyzes a literary matter/phenomenon thoroughly, preferably an issue across two novels. The essay should be analytic and argumentative, i.e. it ought to go beyond summary or observation.

NOTE: Students with more than 3 unauthorized class absences and/or those who have failed any of the two tests will have to take a final written exam (covering 100% of the course content).
IV.  Office Hours/ Room 80
On Wednesdays (11:30 – 12:30 hrs).

Write to me to set up an appointment, indicating the topic of discussion. Email: Muhamet.Hamiti@uni-pr.edu
Prof. Dr. Muhamet HAMITI
