SYLLABUS-  Working with actors
Semester 1: Understanding Acting
	COURSE DETAILS

	Academic Unit: 
	University of Prishtina, Faculty of Arts,

Program of Dramatic Arts  - Profile: Film directing

	Course Title: 
	Working with actors

	Level: 
	Bachelor 

	Status object: 
	Mandatory

	Year of study: 
	I, semester I

	Number of hours per week: 
	2

	Value in credits - ECTS: 
	2

	Time / location: 
	Faculty of Arts – Prishtina



	The teacher of the course/Professor: 
	Prof.Assistant Luan Kryeziu, (Phd. cand)

	Contact details:
	tel: +383 44 605 350 

mail: luan.kryeziu@uni-pr.edu 



	

	Course Description


	This course provides students with essential skills and foundational knowledge necessary for acting in both film and theatre. Emphasis is placed on the development of fundamental acting techniques, the dynamics of actor-director collaboration, familiarity with the production team, and the planning and execution of performances.

The primary objective is to equip students with a solid grounding in performance practices and directorial coordination, fostering self-confidence, emotional versatility, and a comprehensive understanding of key artistic and technical concepts.

	Course Objective


	The first semester is designed to introduce students to the fundamental concepts of acting, character development, emotional expression, and ensemble work. Students will focus on building self-awareness and psychological comfort, as well as developing their physical presence and vocal abilities.


	Learning outcomes


	Understanding the roles and responsibilities of both the actor and the director

Analyzing scripts to uncover structure, intention, and subtext

Exploring and familiarizing with characters and their development

Understanding character relationships and interpersonal dynamics

Summarizing and organizing tasks related to scene development and performance preparation

	

	Contribution to student load ( must correspond to student learning outcomes)

	Activity
	Lecture hours 
	A  day / week 
	Total  

	Lectures
	6
	15
	 90

	Theoretical exercises / laboratory
	1
	15
	 15

	Tutorial
	2
	15
	30

	Contacts with teacher / consultations 
	1
	10
	10

	Field exercises 
	
	
	

	Exams, seminars 
	1
	5
	5

	Homework 
	2
	5
	10

	Personal study time (at the library or at home) 
	
	
	

	Preparation for final exam 
	1
	10
	10

	Time spent on assessment (tests, final exam) 
	1
	5
	5

	Projects, presentations, etc. 
	1
	10
	10

	Total
	
	
	185

	

	Teaching methods
	Lectures, exercises, analysis, discussions and projections of scenes, sequences and certain films and theatre.



	Evaluation
	Participation and Attendance: 15%

Assignments and Workshops: 35%

Group Project: 30%

Final Presentation: 20%

                                                                  Total 100%

	Literature

	Basic literature
	An Actor Prepares – Konstantin Stanislavski

2. Building a Character – Konstantin Stanislavski



	Additional literature
	On Directing – Harold Clurman

Selected articles from media and criticism




	            First semester (I) Weekly Schedule

	                             Week
	Lecture Plan

	Week 1

Introduction to Acting
	Course overview and expectations
What is acting? 

Objectives and goals of an actor.

	Week 2

Basic Principles
	Stanislavski’s principles and modern approaches

Communication techniques with actors.

	Week 3

Voice
	Importance of vocal interpretation, clarity, and control

Relaxation and vocal warm-ups.

	Week 4

Speech
	Breath control and accurate articulation

Reading aloud to practice clarity and expression.

	Week 5 

Body Awareness
	Understanding the body-emotion relationship.

A conversation with a guest speaker – an experienced actor or director. 

	Week 6

Movement
	Case study analysis. 

Physical warm-up and performance preparation.

Using the body to express emotion and intention.

	Week 7

Character Creation
	Introduction to character development: goals, desires, needs

Character history analysis.

	Week 8

Approaching Emotions
	Using emotional memory and connecting with the character

Using personal experience to access emotions. 

	Week 9

Working with a Partner
	Developing chemistry and connection

Listening and reacting in real time.

Relationships and dynamics. 

	Week 10

Working with the Scene
	Script analysis. 

Focus on objectives, obstacles, and relationships.

	Week 11

Understanding Subtext
	What is left unsaid.

A conversation with a guest speaker – an experienced actor. 

	Week 12

Given Circumstances
	Given Circumstances, how they influence performance.

Exercises involving changed circumstances

	Week 13 

Relationships with Other Characters
	Interaction with characters, space, props, and costumes.

	Week 14

Reflection
	Reviewing growth and challenges.

Participation and constructive feedback.

	Week 15

Final Presentations
	Semester project presentations and group discussion. 


	Attendance

	Class attendance is mandatory.  

More than 3 unexcused absences, it will result in a reduction of one grade from final course evaluation.  More than 5 unexcused absences, it will automatically fail.

(The only way an absence can be excused is with medical documentation.)   

Other responsibilities adhered to conform UP Statute, and academic unit in the Faculty of Arts.



SYLLABUS- Working with actors 
Semester 2: Development of Acting Techniques
	COURSE DETAILS

	Academic Unit: 
	University of Prishtina, Faculty of Arts,

Program of Dramatic Arts  - Profile: Film directing

	Course Title: 
	Working with actors 

	Level: 
	Bachelor 

	Status object: 
	Mandatory

	Year of study: 
	I, semester 2

	Number of hours per week: 
	2

	Value in credits - ECTS: 
	2

	Time / location: 
	Faculty of Arts – Prishtina



	The teacher of the course/Professor: 
	Prof. Assistant Luan Kryeziu (Phd. cand)

	Contact details:
	tel: +383 44 605350 

email: luan.kryeziu@uni-pr.edu  



	

	Course Description


	This course further develops students’ essential acting skills for film and theatre. The focus is on advancing basic knowledge, actor-director collaboration, familiarization with the team, and realization planning. The goal is to equip students with a strong base in acting and coordination through directing, enabling the development of self-confidence, emotional range, and key conceptual understanding.

	Course Objective


	In the second semester, students will deepen the skills developed in the first semester, focusing on acting techniques, character work, and performance. Emphasis will be placed on working with complex texts and actor refinement.

	Learning outcomes


	By the end of this semester, students will be able to:

Engage with emotionally charged texts

2.Understand the importance of group collaboration

3. Learn to handle scenic conflicts

4. Comprehend stage language

6. Understand genres and systems

	

	Contribution to student load ( must correspond to student learning outcomes)

	Activity
	Lecture hours 
	A  day / week 
	Total  

	Lectures
	2
	15
	 30

	Theoretical exercises / laboratory
	1
	15
	15

	Practical Work
	1
	15
	15

	Contacts with teacher / consultations 
	1
	15
	15

	Field exercises 
	
	
	

	Exams, seminars 
	1
	1
	1

	Homework 
	10
	10
	10

	Personal study time (at the library or at home) 
	
	
	

	Preparation for final exam 
	1
	1
	1

	Time spent on assessment (tests, final exam) 
	1
	5
	5

	Projects, presentations, etc. 
	1
	1
	1

	Total
	
	
	93

	

	Teaching methods
	Lectures, exercises, analysis, discussions and projections of scenes, sequences and certain films.



	Evaluation
	Participation and Attendance: 15%

Assignments and Workshops: 35%

Group Project: 30%

Final Presentation: 20%

Total 100%


	
	

	Literature

	Basic literature
	The Director and the Actor: A Memoir – William Ball

	Additional literature
	 Respect for Acting – Uta Hagen


	Second semester (II) Weekly Schedule

	                             Week
	Lecture Plan

	Week 1

Review of Previous Topics
	Reflection on the first semester: What was learned and how to improve.  

	Week 2

Skill Building
	Advanced improvisation 

Work with physical characters.

	Week 3

Text Analysis
	In-depth analysis: themes, structure, character development. 
Complex scene work.

	Week 4

Character Study
	Developing character psychology and motivation.
 Character monologues.
A conversation with a guest speaker – an experienced actor or director.

	Week 5

Emotional Range
	Deep emotional states (anger, sadness, joy, fear). 

Strengthening emotional memory.

	Week 6

Conflict
	Scenic conflicts (internal and external). 
High tension scenes. 

	Week 7

Text Work
	Poetry and classical texts (e.g., Shakespeare). 
Understanding styles and genres. 

	Week 8

Stage Language
	Nuance, accent, rhythm in performance. 
Monologues from different genres.

	Week 9

Actor–Audience Relationship
	Engagement and interaction. 
Building connection.

	Week 10

Continued Actor–Audience Relationship
	Silence, pauses, dramatic timing. 
Direct audience exercises.

	Week 11

Advanced Scene Work
	Collaboration: listening, reacting, supporting actors. 
Full scene rehearsals.
A conversation with a guest speaker – an experienced actor .

	Week 12

Group Collaboration
	Dynamics in larger works. 
Working with different actors to create complex scenes.

	Week 13

Final Performance and Critique
	Role of feedback in development. 
Reflections from students and instructor.

	Week 14 

Reflection and Future Trends
	Trends in film production. 

Group discussion on the industry's future.

	Week 15

Final Lectures
	Student project reviews. 

Recap of both semesters. Final reflections. 


	Attendance

	Class attendance is mandatory.  

More than 3 unexcused absences, it will result in a reduction of one grade from final course evaluation.  More than 5 unexcused absences, it will automatically fail.

(The only way an absence can be excused is with medical documentation.)   

Other responsibilities adhered to conform UP Statute, and academic unit in the Faculty of Arts.
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