Course title: MEDIEVAL AND RENAISSANCE LITERATURE 
	Course basic information 
	

	Academic unit: 
	Faculty of Philology;  Department of English Language and Literature 

	Course title:
	Medieval and Renaissance Literature  

	Level:
	B.A. 

	Course status:
	Obligatory 

	Year of study:
	I

	Number of hours  per week:
	3 + 1

	ECTS credits:
	5

	Time/Location 
	Time: as set by schedule. Location: English Department.

	Course instructor:
	Prof. Dr. Lirak Karjagdiu 

	Contact details: 
	E-mail: lirak.karjagdiu@uni-pr.edu; Mob.: 045/ 582-235  

	Course description: 
	The course will focus on English Literature of the Middle Ages and Renaissance. It will center on the major works and authors of this part of the English tradition. We will examine some of the best literary works written during these periods.
The Middle Ages produced five writers of note Geoffrey Chaucer, John Wycklif, William Langland, John Mandeville and John Gower. Geoffrey Chaucer is beyond doubt one of the greatest writers of this age. His poetry is remarkable for its variety, its story interest, and its wonderful melody. His masterpiece is “The Canterbury Tales”. Hence, we will concentrate on Chaucer’s masterpiece “The Canterbury Tales”.
Renaissance as a period comes after the Medieval Period. This period is characterized by thought, feeling and vigorous action, which finds its best expression in the wonderful development of drama, culminating in   Shakespeare.  The main representatives of this period are Lyly, Kyd, Nash, Peele, Greene, Marlowe, Shakespeare, Johnson, Beaumont and Fletcher, Webster, Middleton, Dekker, Heywood, Dekker, etc.  However, the focus will be on the most popular dramas of the greatest dramatists of the age, such as: Christopher Marlowe, William Shakespeare and Ben Johnson.   Though the age produced some excellent prose works, apart from drama, it is essentially an age of poetry and the poetry is remarkable for its variety, its freshness, its youthful and romantic feeling. Thus, in addition, the course will focus also on the works of Francis Bacon, Edmund Spencer and Philip Sidney.  Finally, the course will center also on the half century between 1625 and 1675, which is called Puritan period. The Period is called Puritan because during this period the Puritan standards prevailed for a time in England, and second because the greatest literary figure during all these years was the Puritan, John Milton. The literature of the age differs from that of the preceding age in three marked ways: 1. It has no unity of spirit, as in the days of Elizabeth, resulting from the patriotic enthusiasm of all classes; 2. Is in contrast with the hopelessness and vigor of Elizabethan writings, much of the literature of this period is somber in character, hence it is sad rather than inspiring and 3. It has lost the romantic impulse of youth and became critical and intellectual. It makes readers think rather than feel. Some of the representatives of the age are: Daniel, Campion and Breton, Wither and Giles Fletcher, Donne, Herbert, Herrick, Carew, Lovelace, Milton, Bunyan, Burton, Browne, Fuller, Taylor, Baxter and Walton. However, we will concentrate mainly on the chief works of John Milton and John Bunyan.     



	Course aims: 
	The course aims to give students a general survey of the literature of Middle Ages, Renaissance and Puritan Period. This course is designed as an introduction to characteristics of these periods and an examination of several masterpieces produced during these literary periods, with the aim of allowing students to develop basic skills of reading critically. Special emphasis will be given to the class discussions and active class participation.




	Expected learning outcomes: 













	At the end of the course students will be able to:
· Demonstrate knowledge of the major and characteristic qualities of Middle Age,  Renaissance and Puritan Period prose, poetry and drama, with special emphasis on Renaissance poetry and drama;
· Demonstrate skills of detailed criticism and analysis of major Middle Ages, Renaissance and Puritan prose, poetry and drama;
· Show knowledge of the specific and general relationship between the works of major poets, prose writes and dramatists of these periods;
· Trace the various treatments of central themes and issues across the range of English Middle Ages, Renaissance and Puritan.

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	Student workload (should be incompliance with student’s learning outcomes) 

	Activity 
	 Hours                         Day/week  
	Total

	Lectures
	3                                    15                                                 
	45

	Theory / Lab Work/ Exercises 
	1                                    15                                  
	15

	Practical work
	
	

	Contact/consultations with the teacher
	10                                    1
	10

	Field work
	10 min.                         15
	2.30 

	Test, seminar paper
	
	

	Homework
	1                                     15
	15

	Self-study (library / home)
	2                                     10
	20

	Preparation for final exam 
	2                                     2
	4

	Assessment time (test, quiz, final exam)
	2                                     2
	4

	Projects, presentations, etc.
	1                                     1.5
	15

	
	1                                    1
	1

	Total
	
	131.3:25=5.25
5 ECTS 

	Mode of course delivery :  
	In line with Annex 1 of the Regulation for Assessment System of Student Performance, Prot. no. 1/909-UP, the course is delivered through a lecture-based approach that incorporates interactional lectures and discussion techniques. Additionally, an inquiry-based methodology is employed through individual, pair, and group work involving projects and analysis. This approach promotes active student engagement, encouraging the development of critical thinking and independent research skills, while also fostering connections between literary texts and broader historical, cultural, and theoretical contexts.
Each lecture begins with an informative introduction, and students are expected to complete assigned readings and materials in advance. The primary method of instruction is in-class discussion. Students will also be required to deliver presentations, either individually or in groups. The course adopts a student-centered teaching model designed to cultivate active learners. Instruction consists of approximately 30–35% teacher-led input, which includes brief student reflections and discussions, and 70–65% student-centered activities conducted individually, in pairs, or in groups.

	Assessment method: 
	Continuous assessment will be conducted based on students' academic performance, attendance, class participation, engagement, and the outcomes of two tests (mid-term and end-term). The distribution of assessment components is as follows:
Midterm Test – 25%
End-Term Test – 35%
Classroom engagement and active participation – 10%
Presentations, project-based tasks, and homework – 30%


	Primary literature: 
	1. Abrahams M.H.: The Norton Anthology of English Literature, Forth Edition, W.W. Norton and Company, New York, London, 1986. 
2. Albert E.: History of English Literature, Fifth Edition, Nelson Harrap, Hong Kong, 1989. 
3. Blamires H.: A Short History of English Literature, Methuen and Co. LTD, London, 1974.  
4. Clarke W.: A Short History of English Literature, Evans Brothers LT, London, 1976.   
Daiches D.: A Critical History of English Literature, in two volumes, Secker and Warburg, London, 1963.    

	Secondary (Additional) literature:   
	1. Bennet H.S.: Chaucer and the Fifteenth Century, Clarendon Press, Oxford, 1947. 
2. Bradley A.C.: Shakespearean Tragedy, MacMillan, London, 1958.      
3. Halliday F.E.: A Shakespeare Companion, Gerald Duckworth and Co. LTD, London, 1964. 

 



	Course content

	

		Week 
	Title of the lecture 

	Week 1
	Introduction to the Course and Literary Contexts
Historical and Cultural Contexts of the Middle Ages and Renaissance
Defining Characteristics of Medieval vs. Renaissance Literature
Overview of Key Authors, Genres, and Intellectual Movements

	Week 2
	Geoffrey Chaucer – The Canterbury Tales
Narrative Structure and Framing Device in The Canterbury Tales
Social Commentary and Characterization through Satire
Language, Style, and the Emergence of Middle English Literature

	Week 3
	Francis Bacon – The Advancement of Learning
Bacon’s Philosophy of Knowledge and Empiricism
Literary and Rhetorical Style in Early Scientific Prose
The Role of Learning and Humanism in the Renaissance

	Week 4
	Sidney and Spenser – Poetics and Epic Imagination
Philip Sidney: Defense of Poetry and Renaissance Literary Theory
Edmund Spenser: Allegory and Moral Vision in The Faerie Queene
Classical Influences and the Ideal of the Poet

	Week 5 
	Christopher Marlowe – Doctor Faustus
Renaissance Humanism and the Tragic Hero
The Faustian Bargain: Knowledge, Power, and Damnation
Morality and Theology in Elizabethan Tragedy

	Week 6
	William Shakespeare – The Sonnets
Discussion of a few Shakespeare’s sonnets 
Poetic Form: The Shakespearean Sonnet Structure
Themes of Love, Time, Beauty, and Immortality

	Week 7  
	William Shakespeare – Romeo and Juliet
Tragic Structure and the Language of Passion
Fate, Youth, and Conflict in Renaissance Verona
Family, Honor, and Individual Desire

	Week 8  
	Mid-term Test
Assessment of Weeks 1–7

	Week 9  
	William Shakespeare – Hamlet
The Tragic Hero and the Complexity of Action
Themes of Madness, Revenge, and Existential Doubt
Language, Soliloquies, and Dramatic Innovation


	Week 10
	William Shakespeare – King Lear
Power, Authority, and Familial Disintegration
Nature, Justice, and Human Suffering
Symbolism and the Evolution of Tragic Form

	Week 11
	Ben Jonson – Volpone, or The Fox
Satire and Social Critique in Renaissance Comedy
Greed, Deception, and Performance
Jonson’s Comic Conventions and Moral Vision

	Week 12  
	John Milton – Paradise Lost and Samson Agonistes
Epic Tradition and Biblical Narrative in Paradise Lost
Themes of Free Will, Fall, and Redemption

	Week 13
	John Bunyan – The Pilgrim’s Progress
Allegory and the Christian Journey of the Soul
Religious Didacticism and Puritan Ideals
Symbolism and Narrative Simplicity in Prose Fiction

	Week 14 
	Course Review and Final Preparation
Revisiting Major Themes, Authors, and Movements
Comparative Analysis: Medieval vs. Renaissance Literature
Final Exam Preparation: Key Texts and Concepts

	Week 15   
	End-term Test
Comprehensive Assessment of Course Content
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	Academic policies and code of conduct 

	 In keeping with Article 12, par. 1&2 of the Regulation for the Bachelor studies students have to attend 75% of the classes. Hence, the absence will affect students’ participation in the test/exam and grades. Regular attendance is a necessary condition for students who want to gain genuine knowledge from this course. Students who attend lectures regularly will be able to participate actively in the classroom, thus giving their concrete contribution during interactive lectures. Therefore, the policy is straightforward: if the student is absent or negligent, he/ she is responsible for what he/ she has missed. 
No usage of phones during classes and tests/final exam. Plagiarism and copying with be sanctioned with final negative grade, and with other administrative measures envisaged in the University Statute. Last but not least, full respect for universally-recognized academic policies and standards (the Bologna system) is a must.
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