Course title: MODERN ENGLISH PROSE 
	Course basic information 
	

	Academic unit: 
	Faculty of Philology;  Department of English Language and Literature 

	Course title:
	Modern English Prose 

	Level:
	B.A. 

	Course status:
	Obligatory 

	Year of study:
	III

	Number of hours  per week:
	3 + 2

	ECTS credits:
	6

	Time/Location 
	Time: as set by schedule. Location: English Department.

	Course instructor:
	Prof. Dr. Lirak Karjagdiu

	Contact details: 
	E-mail: lirak.karjagdiu@uni-pr.edu; Mob.: 045/ 582-235  

	Course description: 
	This course enables students to learn about the development of modern English prose, including the short story, novella, novel etc., during different sub-periods of the twentieth century. The course will be focused on introducing the students with the masterpieces of the modern English prose, in general and familiarizing the students with the specifics and values of the styles, forms, characters, different creative narrative techniques of modern English prose emerged and developed throughout the twentieth century, in particular. 
The twentieth century English prose is divided in three main sub-periods:
1. High modernism through the 1920s, celebrating personal and textual inwardness, complexity, and difficulty; 
2. The reaction against modernism, involving a return to social realism, moralism and assorted documentary endeavors, in the 1930s, 1940s, and the 1950s; and 
3. The period after the collapse of the British Empire (especially from the time of the countercultural revolution of the 1960s), in which the fictional claims of various realisms- urban, proletarian, provincial English (e.g., northern), regional (e.g., Scottish and Irish), immigrant, postcolonial and feminist are asserted alongside, but also through, a continuing self-consciousness about language and form and meaning that is, in effect, the enduring legacy of modernism.   

	Course aims: 
	The course aims to introduce the students with the main specifics and characteristics of different stages of the development of English prose. 
In this course the students will learn also about the lives and works of the most prominent English prose writers. 
Students will have the chance to explore and interpret through active, systematic and creative reading the aesthetic and artistic values of the modern English prose masterpieces.
The students will become familiar with the development of styles, themes, forms, characters and different creative and narrative techniques of the modern English prose



	Expected learning outcomes: 
	Upon the completion of this course, students will be able:  
-To fully understand the speedy and flourishing development of the modern English prose;
-To comprehend and evaluate the use of different styles, themes, forms and narrative and creative techniques in English prose; 
-To read, understand, discuss and analyze modern English prose works through essays, seminar papers and presentations. 


	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	Student workload (should be incompliance with student’s learning outcomes) 

	Activity 
	 Hours                         Day/week  
	Total

	Lectures
	3                                     15
	45

	Theory / Lab Work/ Exercises 
	2                                     15
	30

	Practical work
	
	

	Contact/consultations with the teacher
	10                                  1
	10

	Field work
	10 min.                         15
	2.30

	Test, seminar paper
	
	

	Homework
	4                                     2
	8

	Self-study (library / home)
	1                                     15
	15

	Preparation for final exam 
	1.5                                  15
	22.5

	Assessment time (test, quiz, final exam)
	10                                  1
	10

	Projects, presentations, etc.
	2                                    4
	8

	
	1                                    1
	1

	Total
	
	151.8: 25= 6.072 
6 ECTS 

	Mode of course delivery :  
	Corresponding to Annex 1 of the Regulation for Assessment System of Student Performance, Prot. no. 1/909-UP, the course is delivered through a lecture-based approach that incorporates interactional lectures and discussion techniques. Additionally, an inquiry-based methodology is employed through individual, pair, and group work involving projects and analysis. This approach promotes active student engagement, encouraging the development of critical thinking and independent research skills, while also fostering connections between literary texts and broader historical, cultural, and theoretical contexts.
Each lecture begins with an informative introduction, and students are expected to complete assigned readings and materials in advance. The primary method of instruction is in-class discussion. Students will also be required to deliver presentations, either individually or in groups. The course adopts a student-centered teaching model designed to cultivate active learners. Instruction consists of approximately 30–35% teacher-led input, which includes brief student reflections and discussions, and 70–65% student-centered activities conducted individually, in pairs, or in groups.

	Assessment method: 
	Continuous assessment will be conducted based on students' academic performance, attendance, class participation, engagement, and the outcomes of two tests (mid-term and end-term). The distribution of assessment components is as follows:
Midterm Test – 25%
End-Term Test – 35%
Classroom engagement and active participation – 10%
Presentations, project-based tasks, and homework – 30%


	Primary literature: 
	1. Barrows, H.- Houghton, W.- Spencer, H., editions- British Literature- from Blake to the Present Day, (vol.II), Second Edition, (D.C. Heath & Co.. Boston, 1963); 
2. Day, Martin S. – History of English Literature – 1837 to the Present, (Doubleday & Co., Inc., 1964); 
3. Hollander, F.- Kermode, F., gen. ed,- Modern British Literature- The Oxford Anthology of English Literature, (Oxford University Pres, Inc., 1973);
4. Martin Stephen- English Literature- A Student Guide-(Longman, 1991);
5.Prof.Dr. Refik Kadija- Modernism and Postmodernism in English Literature, (ALB DESIGN, Tiranë, 2001);
6. Robert Humphrey, Stream of Consciousness in the Modern Novel, (University of California Press, Berklez, Los Angeles, London, 1972); 
7. Robson, W.W.- Modern English Literature (Oxford University Press, 1987). 


	Secondary (Additional) literature:   
	1. Abrams, M.H., General Editor- The Norton Anthology of English Literature, vol. II, Fifth Edition, (W.W. Norton and Co., 1986);  
2. Di Yanni, Robert- Literature- Reading Fiction, Poetry, Drama and Essay, (Random House, 1986); 
3.   Prof.As.Dr. Lirak Karjagdiu- Thesaret e letërsive anglo- amerikane në gjuhën shqipe  (Kontakte letrare shqiptaro- anglo-amerikane), (Prograf, Prishtinë 2008).
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	Week 
	Title of the lecture 

	Week 1
	Introduction to the Course
· Overview of Modern English Prose: Historical and Literary Context
· Course Objectives, Structure, and Evaluation
Defining Modernism and Its Impact on English Prose

	Week 2
	James Joyce – Dubliners
· Urban Paralysis and Epiphany in Early Modernist Short Fiction
· Dublin as a Symbol: Identity, Nationalism, and Stagnation
Narrative Techniques and Psychological Realism in Dubliners

	Week 3
	Virginia Woolf – Monday or Tuesday & Selected Stories
· Stream of Consciousness and Subjective Reality in Woolf's Prose
· Fragmentation, Perception, and Feminist Voices in Short Fiction
Modernist Experimentation in “Kew Gardens” and “The Mark on the Wall

	Week 4
	Joseph Conrad – Heart of Darkness
· Imperialism, Race, and the Darkness Within
· Framing Narratives and Narrative Ambiguity
Modernist Skepticism and Psychological Depth

	Week 5 
	George Orwell – Animal Farm
· Allegory and Totalitarianism: Literature as Political Critique
· Satire, Propaganda, and Power Structures
Orwell’s Prose Style and Narrative Economy

	Week 6
	Aldous Huxley – Brave New World
· Dystopia and the Loss of Individuality in Technocratic Societies
· Science, Control, and the Illusion of Happiness
Philosophical Underpinnings and Satirical Elements in Huxley’s Vision

	Week 7  
	Mid-term Test
Assessment of Weeks 1–7

	Week 8  
	George Orwell – 1984
· Surveillance, Language, and Thought Control in a Dystopian World
· Doublethink and the Deconstruction of Truth
Totalitarianism and the Human Spirit: Orwell’s Political Legacy

	Week 9  
	E. M. Forster – A Passage to India
· Colonialism, Friendship, and Cultural Misunderstandings
· The Limits of Human Connection in Imperial Contexts
· Symbolism and Structure: Caves, Echoes, and Mysticism

	Week 10
	D. H. Lawrence – Lady Chatterley’s Lover
· Sexual Liberation and Class Conflict in Interwar Britain
· Nature, Industrialization, and the Search for Authenticity
· Controversy, Censorship, and Literary Modernism

	Week 11
	Graham Greene – The Quiet American
· Political Ambiguity and Moral Dilemmas in Postcolonial Vietnam
· Faith, Cynicism, and Disillusionment in Greene’s Narrative
· Journalistic Style and Psychological Depth

	Week 12  
	William Golding – Lord of the Flies
· Civilization vs. Savagery: The Human Condition Explored
· Symbolism, Allegory, and the Descent into Primal Instincts
· Leadership, Morality, and the Breakdown of Social Order


	Week 13
	William Golding – Lord of the Flies – Continued
· Interpreting Golding’s Philosophical and Ethical Questions
· Archetypes and the Psychology of Group Behavior
Final Reflections on Modernist Allegory

	Week 14 
	Wrapping-up the course, preparing for the final test

	Week 15   
	End-term test 

	Academic policies and code of conduct 

	Consistent with Article 12, par. 1&2 of the Regulation for the Bachelor studies students have to attend 75% of the classes. Hence, the absence will affect students’ participation in the test/exam and grades. Regular attendance is a necessary condition for students who want to gain genuine knowledge from this course. Students who attend lectures regularly will be able to participate actively in the classroom, thus giving their concrete contribution during interactive lectures. Therefore, the policy is straightforward: if the student is absent or negligent, he/ she is responsible for what he/ she has missed. 
No usage of phones during classes and tests/final exam. Plagiarism and copying with be sanctioned with final negative grade, and with other administrative measures envisaged in the University Statute. Last but not least, full respect for universally-recognized academic policies and standards (the Bologna system) is a must.
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