	Course data

	Academic unit: 
	Department of English Language and Literature

	Course:
	Interpretation of Literature

	Level:
	Bachelor

	Course status:
	Obligatory

	Year:
	II, 3d semester

	Hours per week:
	3+0

	ECTS:
	4

	Time / location:
	

	Teacher:
	 Prof. Dr.  Lindita Tahiri

	Assistant
	

	Contact details: 
	lindita.tahiri@uni-pr,edu

	

	Course description
	The module Interpretation of Literature aims to analyze assumptions and interpretative operations that readers may bring upon texts they treat as literature. By interpreting poems, short stories, novels, as well as some forms of popular culture such as popular songs and advertising, the course will explore strategies for reading and writing about literature.  

	Course objectives:
	After this course students will learn to depict and interpret literariness in different forms of discourse; they will be able to articulate this interpretation to other people, both in oral and written form. The course eventually hopes to stimulate students’ intellectual, emotional, and creative responses to literariness, thereby, enhancing their understanding and appreciation of human life. 


	Learning outcomes:
	By the end of this course, students should:

1.  display a comprehensive understanding of concepts and terminology in literary theory and criticism.

2. be able to discuss the effect of a literary text.

3. be able to analyze the stylistic choices that the author has made in order to achieve certain effects.

4. be able to accept and give constructive criticism.

5.  be able to communicate their interpretation to an audience both in oral and written form

	

	Student workload

	Activity 
	Hour 
	 Day/week  
	Total

	Lecture
	2.15 
	15
	32

	Theory / lab work
	
	
	

	Practice 
	0.45
	
	13

	Tutoring
	
	            
	

	Field practice
	
	
	

	Pre-tests, seminars
	
	            
	

	Homework
	
	           
	

	Independent work (library / home)
	2
	            15
	30

	Final preparation for the exam
	2
	            5
	10

	Evaluation (tests, quiz, final exam)
	
	
	

	Projects, presentations , etc.

 
	1
	            15
	15

	Total 


	
	
	100= 4 ECTS

	

	Mode of course delivery:  
	Students are obliged to do the reading assignments prior to the class. Teaching and learning will not be considered as rigidly separate processes but will constantly interact with each other, as mutual taking and giving, so that each of the students may participate in this process by giving the personal contribution in the constant creation of knowledge

	
	

	Evaluation methods:
	Tutorials 40 %
Final test 60 %

Total 100 %



	Literature

	Basic literature:  
	Writing essays about literature: A guide and style sheet, by Kelly Griffith , eighth edition ( 2011) Wadsworth Cengage Learning, Canada

	Additional literature:  
	How to read novels like a professor, by  Thomas C. Foster ( 2008). NY: Harper Perennial
Theory into practice- An Introduction to Literary Criticism, by Ann B. Dobie, 2012. Wadsworth



	Detailed plan:  

	Week
	Unit

	Week I:
	Introduction to the course: Language, meaning and interpretation

	Week II:
	What is literature: reading it and writing about it

	Week III:
	Interpreting fiction: implied vs. real author; point of view of narration

	Week IV:
	Elements of fiction: plot and story, plot schemes, beginnings and endings

	Week V:  
	Elements of fiction: internal and external conflict, summary narration and scenic narration

	Week VI:
	Elements of fiction: characterization, direct and indirect revelation, showing and telling, psychonarration, quoted monologue and narrated  monologue

	Week VII:  
	Elements of fiction: characterization, direct and indirect revelation, showing and telling, psychonarration, quoted monologue and narrated  monologue

	Week VIII:  
	Elements of fiction: setting, theme, time perception, figurative language

	Week IX:  
	Discussion and concrete text analysis 

	Week X:
	Discussion and concrete text analysis 

	Week XI:
	Interpreting poetry: sounds, imagery, symbols

	Week XII:  
	Interpreting poetry: fixed forms and creativity

	Week XIII:    
	Interpreting poetry: metaphor and metonymy

	Week XIV:  
	Interpreting drama: performance, reading, audience

	Week XV:   
	Interpreting drama: plot, characterization, setting and theme


	Academic policy and code of conduct:

	Plagiarism is considered to be the greatest academic crime. Anyone caught having plagiarized (whether coping, paraphrasing from different kinds of materials without acknowledging sources,  presenting other people’s work/ideas as their own and so forth) will receive a failing grade and might be subject to disciplinary measures.


