Structure of English
	Basic course information
	

	Academic unit: 
	Faculty of Philology, Department of English Language and Literature

	Course title:
	Structure of English

	Level:
	MA – Linguistics

	Course status:
	Compulsory

	Year of study:
	Year I | Semester

	Number of hours per week:
	2+2

	ECTS credits:
	8

	Time/Location:
	

	Course instructor:
	Prof. dr. Lindita Rugova

	Contact details: 
	lindita.rugova@uni-pr.edu

	Course description:
	The course aims at familiarizing students with the most contemporary methods in analyzing English linguistic structure, including all its levels. Students receive theoretical and practical knowledge of the structuralist theory, concentrating on the most developed and prominent analyses of this discipline. In practice, students become familiar with the structuralist theoretical and practical analyses on all language levels of English.  The course involves collecting a corpus of utterances and then attempting to classify all of the elements of the corpus at their different linguistic levels: the phonemes, morphemes, lexical categories, noun phrases, verb phrases, and sentence types. One of Saussure's key methods was syntagmatic and paradigmatic analysis that respectively define units syntactically and lexically, according to their contrast with the other units in the system.

	Course aims:
	· Familiarization with modern structural analysis of English language, including all its levels.
· Aqcuisition of theoretical and practical knowledge regarding structuralist theory, focusing on the most developed and prominent analyses of this discipline.
· Practical familiarity with theoretical and practical structural analysis at all linguistic levels of the English language.
· Collection of a corpus of expressions and classification of all elements of the corpus at their different linguistic levels: phonemes, morphemes, lexical categories, noun phrases, verb phrases and sentence types. 




	Learning outcomes:
	Upon successful completion of this course students will be able to:

	
	· To identify and explain concepts and terms related to structural linguistics in general and the English one in particular

	
	· To explain and illustrate the basic concepts of transformations and generating rules as a syntactic theory in an attempt to implement them in specific examples from English

	
	· To do a synthesis of transformational theory from its beginnings until today by illustrating it concretely

	Student workload (which should correspond to learning outcomes)

	Activity 
		Class hours	Days/Weeks
	Total

	Lectures 
		2	15
	30

	Theoretical/ Lab exercises
		2	15
	30

	Practical work
		-	-
	

	Contacts with professors/ consultations
		20 min 	15
	5

	Field work
		11	2
	11

	Pre tests,seminar papers
	4	         2
	8

	Homework 
	2                                10
	20

	Students individual study (at library or home)
	4                                15
	60

	Final preparation for the exam
	11                               2
	22

	Time spent on assessment (tests, quizes, final exam)
	2                                  1
	2

	Projects, presentations, etc.
	
	

	Total
	
	199 hours= 8 ECTS

	Mode of course delivery:  
	Students are obliged to prepare the material before the class. The lecture will be organized in a form of discussion and questions – answers, in such a way that each student has the opportunity to participate actively in the classroom. This course requires a considerable amount of reading, and students should read the material indicated in the course calendar before coming to class. Class participation is essential as most class periods will be spent in discussion of the readings rather than in detailed lecture-type presentations of the readings. Students can take advantage of class time to discuss those topics that they feel need clarification and discussion. They are obliged to make a research on a specific topic related to the course and either submit it as a seminar or to deliver it as a presentation before they sit the final exam.

	Teaching supplies:
	Handouts, texts, projector, videos, audio equipment, whiteboard.

	Assessment method and criteria:
	The following elements will be included in the final grade:
Written Test				85%
Homework				10%
Regular attendance			  5%
Total                                                      100 %


	Ratio between theory and practice:
	
	Theory
	Practice

	40%
	60%




	Basic literature: 
	· [bookmark: _GoBack]Cocchi, G. An introduction to English syntax with applications to text analysis. Printed in Italy. ISBN: 88-86474-64-4.
· Fromkin V., Ridman, R. Hyams, N., 2003, An Introduction to language, Thomson & Heinle
· Pullum, G. Huddleston. R. 2002. The Cambridge Grammar of the English Language, CUP
· Mathhews,Peter, 2001, A Short History of Structural Linguistics, CUP
· Peter Hugoe Matthews, 1993, Grammatical Theory in the United States: From Bloomfield to Chomsky, CUP;
· Saussure, F. de (1916). Cours de linguistique générale, English translation, Course in general linguistics, by W. Baskin, New York: Philosophical Library, 1959; reissued with new commentary by P. Meisner and H. Saussy, New York: Columbia University Press, 2011
· “Encyclopedic Dictionary of the Sciences of Language”, Oswald Ducrot and Tzvetan Todorov, the John Hopkins University Press, 1987
· Andrew Carnie, Syntax – A Generative Introduction, Blackwell Publishing, 2006; 
· Andrew Radford, English Syntax – an Introduction, 2004, Cambridge Univeristy Press

	Secondary literature:  
	· Peter Hugoe Matthews, 1993, Grammatical Theory in the United States: From Bloomfield to Chomsky, CUP; 
· Boeckx, Cedric. 2006. Linguistic Minimalism. Oxford: Oxford University Press. 
· Chomsky, Noam. 1986. Knowledge of Language. New York: Praeger.
· Chomsky, Noam. 2000. New Horizons in the Study of Language and Mind. Cambridge: 
· Cambridge University Press.4. Brief Overview of the History of Generative Syntax. In The Cambridge Handbook  
· Lyons, John. 1997, Language and Linguistics”, CUP
· Mathhews,Peter,2003, Linguistics: A short introduction, OUP


 
	Course content
	

	Week
	Lecture topic

	Week 1:
	The definition of structuralism in linguistics (Structure vs. function)  

	Week 2:
	A short history of Structural Linguistics; The signifier/the signified/ the sign at all levels of English

	Week 3:
	Linguistic terminology (morpho-syntax) – concepts and terminologies

	Week 4:
	Concepts of lexical categories and their classification; lexical heads and functional heads

	Week 5:
	Main structures and functions at phrase and clause level; specifier, head, complement, minimal and maximal projections

	Week 6:
	Theta roles

	Week 7:
	Generation of rules, X-bar theory, Principles and Parameters – minimalism in linguistics

	Week 8:
	Sentence and clause generation of rules

	Week 9:
	Passive and interrogative sentences

	Week 10:
	Small clauses

	Week 11:
	Transformations and movements in different levels of grammar

	Week 12:  
	Presentation and discussion of students’ research work

	Week 13:    
	Presentation and discussion of students’ research work

	Week 14:  
	Presentation and discussion of students’ research work

	Week 15:   
	Final test

	Academic policies and code of conduct

	Cell phones are not allowed during the lectures, and for the reason that the students attendance affects the final grade, they cannot enter and leave the classroom whenever they want.  Students are encouraged to discuss various issues related to the unit conducted without offending or discriminating each other and respecting the other's opinion. 
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