	Course data

	Academic unit: 
	Department of English Language and Literature

	Course:
	Introduction to Research 

	Level:
	BA

	Course status:
	Elective

	Year:
	4, semester VIII

	Hours per week:
	2+0

	ECTS:
	

	Time / location:
	

	Teacher:
	Prof. Ass. Dr.Lendita Kryeziu

	Assistant
	

	Contact details: 
	Lendita.kryeziu@uni-pr,edu

	

	Course description

	The course about Research in Literature is intended to provide students with suggestions about how to search for topics in literature studies and how to state them so that they are interesting and comprehensible to discuss. They will learn how to be active readers and how to plan the stages of the writing process. They will also learn how information online is constructed, distributed, and accessed so that they gain the ability to effectively and ethically use online media and information for academic and professional purposes; and gain and apply online research skills, communication skills, and presentation skills.

	Course objectives:
	The goal of this course is to help students develop writing and research skills in order to be able to produce formal and well-organized texts that emphasize intellectual coherence and that are persuasive. They will learn to evaluate sources, to identify primary and secondary sources, and to differentiate between fact and opinion. They will learn to produce argumentative texts which support a thesis and related claims with evidence, organizing them coherently and logically. 

	Learning outcomes:
	By the end of this course, students should:

1. Be able to produce a well-defined topic and a precisely formulated argument.

2. Be able to use systematic approach and relevant as well as clear-cut, consistent and coherent arguments. 

3. be able to critically and actively engage with media and information

4. Be able to discuss critically and to document accurately the secondary material 

5. Be aware that writing is a process and requires constant revisiting and revising. 

	

	Student workload

	Activity 
	Hour 
	 Day/week  
	Total

	Lecture
	2
	15
	30

	Theory / lab work
	
	
	

	Practice 
	
	
	

	Tutoring
	
	
	

	Field practice
	
	
	

	Pre-tests, seminars
	1
	            10
	10

	Homework
	
	           
	

	Independent work (library / home)
	2
	            15
	30

	Final preparation for the exam
	1
	            5
	5

	Evaluation (tests, quiz, final exam)
	
	
	

	Projects, presentations , etc.

 
	
	            
	

	Total 


	
	
	75= 3 ECTS

	

	Mode of course delivery:  
	This course requires a considerable amount of reading and writing. Class participation is essential as most class periods will be spent in discussion of the readings rather than in detailed lecture-type presentations of the readings. Students can take advantage of class time to discuss those topics that they feel need clarification and discussion.

	
	

	Evaluation methods:
	Participation 10%
First test 45%

Final test45%
 

	Literature

	Basic literature:  
	https://paradisevalley.libguides.com/plagiarism/class_activities

Introduction to Research Methods 5th Edition


UNLV Libraries. “Research is a Conversation.” Vimeo, 19 July 2016, vimeo.com/175421812 UNLV Libraries. “The Information Life Cycle.” Vimeo, 19 July 2016, vimeo.com/175421451

 Crash Course. “Using Wikipedia.” YouTube, 5 February 2019, www.youtube.com/watch?v=ih4dY9i9JKE
Crash Course. “The Facts about Fact Checking.” YouTube, 15 January 2019, www.youtube.com/watch?v=EZsaA0w_0z0

	Additional literature:  
	How to read novels like a profesor, by  Thomas C. Foster ( 2008). NY: Harper Perennial

Caulfield, Mike. Web Literacy for Student Fact-Checkers. Independent, 2017. open.umn.edu/opentextbooks/textbooks/web-literacy-for-student-factcheckers


	Detailed plan:  

	Week
	Unit

	Week I:
	Introduction of the course, description of the syllabus..

	Week II:
	What is information, how to we find it and how to use it? Finding a topic of research.

	Week III:
	  Discussion on fact, opinion, and objectivity.  Recognizing Biases, Assumptions, & Stereotypes in Sources

	Week IV:
	Reading the primary text closely and summarizing the findings systematically. Writing effective research questions.

	Week V:  
	Writing a thesis statement and drafting an introduction. Writing and outline of the research and making a list of key words

	Week VI:
	Midterm test

	Week VII:  
	Presentation skills: delivery, information, style and organization of slides

	Week VIII:  
	How to conduct interviews

	Week IX:  
	The focus groups

	Week X:
	The construction of questionnaires

	Week XI:
	The analysis of the data

	Week XII:  
	Report the findings

	Week XIII:    
	Research Projects Presentations

	Week XIV:  
	Conducting Research.  

	Week XV:   
	Final test


	Academic policy and code of conduct:

	Plagiarism is considered to be the greatest academic crime. Anyone caught having plagiarized (whether coping, paraphrasing from different kinds of materials without acknowledging sources, presenting other people’s work/ideas as their own and so forth) will receive a failing grade and might be subject to disciplinary measures.


