
	Course basic data

	Department 
	International Law Department 

	Title of the Course 
	Private International Law in the Context of the EU Legal Structure

	Level 
	LLM

	Status 
	Mandatory

	Year of study 
	I

	Number of hours
	2+1

	Credits 
	5 ETCS

	Time/Location 
	Prishtina, Kosova

	Course instructor 
	Prof. Dr. Hajredin Kuçi

	Contact details 
	hajredin.kuci@uni-pr.edu; 


	

	Course description:
	The course provides an in-depth study of Private International Law within the framework of the European Union’s legal structure. It provides an advanced set of topics focusing on the sources of Union law as to the applicable law as well as procedural rules in civil, commercial and family matters.  

The course combines theoretical considerations regarding PIL in the European Union and its Member States on the one hand, with a practical side within which students are required to apply those considerations in hypothetical scenarios as homework and exercises with the instructors.  


	Purpose of the course: 
	The aim of the course is to provide students with specific knowledge in the field of private international law of the European Union, the process of harmonization of Kosovo Law with that of the European Union, and to specialize the students in working with modern European Union law in this field which is relevant to the legal status of EU and third-country nationals.


	Expected results:
	By the end of this course the students will be able to: 
1. Identify the sources of private international law in the European Union in civil, commercial and family matters;
2. Familiarize themselves with the key contents of the said sources;
3. Distinguish between EU sources on applicable law versus ones on procedural rules in civil and commercial matters;
4. Distinguish between EU sources on applicable law versus ones on procedural rules in civil and family matters;
5. Apply the said sources to respective scenarios developed as homework and classwork;
6. Identify parallels of harmonised Kosovo PIL provisions with the equivalent European provisions
7. Conduct comparative analysis between Kosovo PIL provisions and relevant provisions of European Union Member States.  

	

	Contribution in the workload of the student (which therefore should correspond with the results of the student)

	Activity
	Hours
	Days/Weeks
	Total

	Lectures
	2
	15
	30

	Theoretical exercises / laboratory
	1
	15
	15

	Tutorial
	-
	-
	-

	Contacts with teacher / consultations
	10 min.
	15
	2.5

	Field exercises
	-
	-
	-

	Mid-terms, seminars
	1
	2
	2

	Homework
	-
	-
	-

	Own study time student (at the library or at home)
	3
	14
	42

	Final preparation for exam
	2
	7
	14

	Time spent on evaluation (tests, quiz, final exam)
	2
	2
	4

	Projects, presentations, etc.
	4
	4
	16

	Total

	
	
	125.5 hour

	

	Methodology
	 
This course will be taught through an interactive teaching method, including presentations of the instructor and active participation from the students;
Pre-class readings will be handed out to the students who will be obliged to read them to incite participation in the next class discussions;
Students will be able to volunteer to make short presentations on assigned specific topics for classes and/or exercise sessions;
Students will be asked to write one seminar paper on an assigned topic per course;
Small group seminar classes work on certain thematic units and defense of seminar papers. 

	Assessment Method
	Throughout this course a specific focus will be devoted to the (research) term papers/colloquiums and/or seminars. 
Active students that are able to show deep understanding of the subjects covered in this course through their research/seminar papers and regular participation in research will be awarded for their commitment. 
The method of assessment of the students shall be comprised of:

-	Final examination: 50 %
-           Research paper: 30 %
-	Active and substantive participation in class discussions: 10 %
-           In class presentations of a topic: 10%

The final result will thus be cumulative, composed of the results of the mid-term and final examinations and class participation. Class activities, such debates and discussions, will also be considered and added to the overall value obtained by the principal method of assessment as defined above. 

A minimum of 55 percent (%) is required for a passing grade.


	Literature

	Primary literature:

	
· Geert van Calster, European Private International Law (II, Bloomsbury 2016).
· Horatia Muir Watt et al (esd), Global Private International Law (Elgar 2019); 
· James J Fawcett and Janeen M Carruthers, Cheshire, North & Fawcett Private International Law (Fourteenth, Oxford University Press 2008).
· Peter Mankowski and Ulrich Magnus, Brussels Ibis Regulation (Ulrich Magnus and Peter Mankowski eds, Otto Schmidt 2016).
· Franco Ferrari (ed), Rome I Regulation: Pocket Commentary (Sellier European Law Publishers 2015).
· Peter Huber (ed), Rome II Regulation (Sellier 2011).
 

	Additional literature:  
	Directorate General for Internal Policies Policy Department C: Citizen’s Rights And Constitutional Affairs Legal Affairs, A European Framework for private international law: current gaps and future perspectives, available at: http://www.europarl.europa.eu/document/activities/cont/201212/20121219ATT58300/20121219ATT58300EN.pdf

 Marise Cremona and Hans-W Micklitz (eds), Private International Law in the External Relations of the EU (Oxford University Press 2016).



	Detailed lecturing plan:  





	Week
	Content 

	First week:
	
Introduction to Private International Law in the context of EU Legal Structure; 
Principles of PIL in EU Legal Structure
Historical considerations



	Second week: 
	Sources of Private International Law in EU
· Introduction to selected Regulations and Directives
· Sources of PIL in Kosovo

	Third week: 
	Applicable Law in Civil and Commercial matters in the EU:
Regulation Rome I and Rome II
CJEU Cases on interpreting these Regulations;
Practical considerations of Rome I and Rome II;
Comparison between said Regulations and equivalent provisions in Kosovo Law

	Fourth week: 
	Applicable Law in Civil and Commercial matters in the EU:
Regulation Rome I and Rome II (Part II)
CJEU Cases on interpreting these Regulations;
Practical considerations of Rome I and Rome II;

	Fifth week:   
	Applicable Law in Family Matters:
Applicable law to marriage and divorce
Civil aspects of child obduction
Inter-state adoptions
Modern discussions around international surrogacy 

	Sixth week: 
	Applicable Law in Family Matters (Part II): Matrimonial Property Regime
Applicable Law to Succession
EU Succession Regulation and other modern considerations in international succession law

	Seventh week:   
	Protective nature of EU Private Law: EU Consumer Law
Key Regulations and Directives protecting Consumers in EU
ADR in Consumer Protection

	Eighth week:   
	Protective nature of EU Private Law: Individual Employment Contracts and Insurance Contracts

	Ninth week:   
	International Civil Procedure in the EU:
Introduction to key EU Regulations that regulate procedural aspects
Introduction to key Conventions of the Hague Conference on Private International Law relevant to EU countries

Litigation in Civil and Commercial Matters in the EU: Regulation Brussels Ibis 
General, special and exclusive jurisdiction rules 
Comparison with national jurisdiction rules of Member States

	Tenth week: 
	Litigation in Family and Succession Matters in the EU
Regulation Brussels IIbis and others

Other elements of International civil Procedure in the EU
Lis pendens
Securities

	Eleventh week: 
	Arbitration in the Context of EU Legal Structure
Key Arbitration institutions in the EU Countries
Interaction and (in)applicability of EU Regulations to International Arbitration awards
Enforcement of International Arbitration awards in EU Member States


	Twelfth week: 
	Recognition and Enforcement of Judgements in the EU (Part I): Civil and Commercial Matters


	Thirteenth week:     
	Recognition and Enforcement of Judgements in the EU (Part II): Family and Succession


	Fourteenth week:
	Final Exam




	Academic policies and rules of behaviour: 

	Students must act in conformity with the Code of Ethics and Behaviour.
Students are required to read the assigned reading before discussing them in the class. They are encouraged to think about them critically, raise questions, and engage in class discussion. Students are also required to respect their classmates’ ideas, no matter how different they are from theirs, and let other classmates finish their thoughts and not interrupt them. Students will be given time to respond to their classmates. 

Professors and Teaching Assistant will be at the students’ disposal for any additional clarification and will have specific office hours for consultation. Students will also be encouraged to follow the news and developments pertinent to the field of international organizations and raise questions about those issues or developments.  




1

