Modern American Literature

	Basic Course Information:
	

	Academic unit: 
	University of Prishtina, Faculty of Philology, English Language and Literature Department

	Course title:
	Modern American Literature 

	Level:
	Bachelor

	Status:
	Obligatory

	Year of studies:
	4th year, 7th semester 

	Number of hours per week:
	2+2

	ECTS credits:
	5 ECTS

	Time/Place:
	English Department, based on schedule

	Course instructor:
	Dr. Arta Hallaçi

	Contact details: 
	arta.hallaci@uni-pr.edu

	Course description:
	The course aims at identifying and presenting literary works pertaining to American Literature of the first half of the 20th century as well as the main characteristics of this literature. It explores pivotal literary works of eminent writers of the time (such as Hemingway and Faulkner), alongside writers who identify with the American scene (such as Faulkner who identified with the South, Frost who identified with New England), works written in exile (such as those by Hemingway), as well as significant experimental texts (by Pound and Eliot). Through individual reading and class discussions, students will achieve knowledge on the literary experimentation of the 20s, the insistence on objectivity, the focus on the aesthetic and the abstract, the American Dream, the post-War disappointment, the American identity, and many other central themes of this literature. As the students have previous knowledge on the literature of the 19th century (from their 3rd year courses on American literature), they will differentiate and comment on the differences between previous literature and the literature of the first two decades of the 20th century.
The course will offer and discuss the historical and social aspect, including important events such as World War One (1914-1918), the Great Depression, Nazism, Fascism in the thirties, the gradual decline of the power of the British Empire, the rise of the US as a superpower, alongside racial history in America. The course explores how technological developments (cinema, radio, gramophone, aspirin, airplane, first cars, transcontinental railroads) led to a materialistic society and the representation of this concern in the literary works written during this period.  

	Course aims:
	The aim of the course is to offer students information and knowledge on literary developments of Modern American Literature, as well as modernism and imagism. Its aim is to develop students’ skills of critical thinking on the historic, social, political, and literary context, which encourages the developments in American literature of the first half of the twentieth century. Another important purpose of the course is the creation of readerly skills of critical and aesthetic assessment of literary works, which results in long-term skills of recognition of literary influences, literary techniques, and literary movements/periods in American Literature and beyond.



	Learning outcomes:
	Upon completion of the course, students will be able to:

	
	Identify the main American authors and literary works of the period between the two World Wars; differentiate between literary works of these authors and detect literary influences in these texts;

	
	Detect and list similar elements (such as themes, techniques, aspects of characters) in these literary works; analyze these similarities in these texts;

	
	Analyze and evaluate a clear presentation of the history, culture and American society of this period and its reflection in American literature;

	
	Identify and comment on the differences between modern literature and modernism;

	
	Interpret literary texts in accordance with the time in which they were written by being able to make the difference between texts written in the first half of the 20th century and those written before it. 

	
	Apply these skills in individual research in a scientific and object approach; be able to use a methodology suitable to the study of specific literary texts.

	Student workload

	Activity 
	Hour                      days/weeks
	Total

	Lectures 
	2                              15
	30

	Tutorials
	 2                             15                        
	30

	Contact/Consultations with course instructor:
	15min                      16
	4

	Tests 
	2                             10
	20

	Home assignments
	1 	                   13
	13

	Individual learning (at library or at home) 
	1                     	       13
	13

	Preparation for exam 
	3                              3
	9

	Assessment time (through discussions, tests, quiz) 
	1                              5
	5

	Other projects (such as presentation)
	 1                             1
	1

	Total
	
	125:25 = 5 
5 ECTS 

	Mode of course delivery:  
	Class discussion, analysis of poems, discussion of selected fragments from the prose section, the use of literary criticism for reflection. Encouragement of critical thinking. Assignments on a weekly basis. Lectures based on collaboration, i.e. not only on assigned group tasks but also on collaboration which respects the skills of each participant in the process of gaining knowledge and coming to the expected learning outcomes. Encouraging different perspectives on learning material and group work where students learn to discuss on what they learn.

	Assessment method:
	Formative assessment throughout the semester:
Class engagement and participation (20%)
Presentation (10%)
Portfolio (15%)
Essay for book project (15%)
Final test (40%)


	Primary literature: 
	Obligatory reading: 
Poetry:
Robert Frost: “The Road Not Taken”, “Stopping by Woods on a Snowy Evening”, “After Apple-Picking”, “The Wood-pile”, “The Oven Bird”; at tutorials: “Fire and Ice”, “Nothing Gold Can Stay”, “Mending Wall”
T. S. Eliot: “La Figlia Che Piange”, at tutorials: “Portrait of a Lady”
Ezra Pound: “In a Station of the Metro”, at tutorials: “Alba”, “L’art”, “And the days are not full enough”, “Salutation”, “Meditatio”.
Wallace Stevens: “The Course of a Particular”, “The House was quiet and the world was calm”, “Anecdote of the Jar”, “The Snow Man”, “Thirteen ways of looking at a blackbird”; at tutorials: The Idea of Order at Key West”, “The Emperor of Ice-cream”.
Sylvia Plath: “Metaphors”, “You’re”, “Lady Lazarus”; at tutorials: “The Applicant”, “Mirror”, “Mad Girl’s Love Song”.

Prose:
Charlotte Perkins Gilman – The Yellow Wallpaper
Fitzgerald – The Great Gatsby
Hemingway – A Farewell to Arms and short stories (“A Clean, Well-Lighted Place”, “The Killers”);
Hemingway – The Sun Also Rises;


Literary Criticism:
The Norton Anthology of American Literature 1914-1945, W. W. Norton & Company, Ninth Edition, 2017.
The Cambridge Companion to Modernism, Cambridge University Press, 1999.
Bloom’s Major Poets: Wallace Stevens, Chelsea House Publishing, 2003.
The Cambridge Introduction to T. S. Eliot, Cambridge University Press, 2006.
Bloom’s Major Poets: Sylvia Plath, Chelsea House Publishers, 2001. 
The Cambridge Companion to F. Scott Fitzgerald, Cambridge University Press, 2002.
The Cambridge Companion to Hemingway, Cambridge University Press, 1996
The Cambridge Companion to Wallace Stevens, Cambridge University Press, 2007
Optional Narrator Theory, University of Nebraska Press, 2021. 

Books out of this list are offered to students in PDF, whereas additional articles/papers (from sources such as Jstor) are distributed at class/via Google Classroom. 

	Secondary Literature:
	A History of American Literature, Blackwell History of Literature,
Bloom’s Modern Critical Views: T. S. Eliot, Infobase Publishing, 2011.
The Cambridge Companion to Modernist Poetry, Cambridge University Press, 2007.
Bloom’s Modern Critical Views: American Modernist Poets, Infobase Learning, 2011.
Bloom’s Modern Critical Views: American Women Poets, Infobase Learning, 2011.



 
	Course content:
	

	Week
	Title of lecture: 

	Week 1:
	Introduction to course: Modern American Literature, years, authors, context, modernism.

	Week 2:
	Robert Frost; discussion of poems. 

	Week 3:
	Robert Frost (continuation) 

	Week 4:
	Modernism; T. S. Eliot: “La Figlia Che Piange” (using New Criticism).
Imagism; Ezra Pound: “In a Station of the Metro” and other selected poems.

	Week 5:
	Wallace Stevens; discussion of poems; the silent debate method at class. 

	Week 6:
	Wallace Stevens - continuation

	Week 7:
	Sylvia Plath: discussion of poems (using feminist literary criticism)

	Week 8:
	Charlotte Perkins Gilman – “The Yellow Wallpaper” –feminist reading; using principles of narratology in the reading of this short story. Student presentations.

	Week 9:
	Fitzgerald – The Great Gatsby

	Week 10:
	Fitzgerald – continuation of The Great Gatsby; studying the narration. Student presentations.

	Week 11:
	Hemingway – A Farewell to Arms; Learning stations (students work on different aspect of the novel). Student presentations.

	Week 12:
	Hemingway – “A Clean, Well-lighted Space”, “The Killers”. Student presentations.

	Week 13:
	Hemingway – The Sun Also Rises. Student presentations.

	Week 14:
	Final test

	Week 15:
	Discussion and summary of course content; consultations on final test and portfolios. 

	Academic Policies and Code of Conduct

	Literary works must be read before attending the class. Students must attend regularly as the evaluation will be formative.
During lectures, tutorials, and class discussions, students must display commitment and active participation in the learning process. They must respect the opinions of one-another during class discussions, and to also create an open space for everyone to feel free to participate. An offensive language must not be used at class.
Assignments and papers/project must be finished in due time for class discussions. 
Technology (phones, tablets, etc.) must not be used during class unless the course instructor requires the use of technology for a class activity. 
Students should join the class on time, i.e. before the lecture begins. They should use a name tag so that the course instructor can mark their class engagements correctly. 





