Course title: Folklore of Native Language
	Basic course information
	

	Academic unit: 
	Department of Balkanistics

	Course title:
	Folklore of Native Language (Albanian)

	Level:
	BA

	Course status:
	Elective

	Year of study:
	Year II, Sem. III

	Number of hours per week:
	2+0

	ECTS credits:
	5 ECTS

	Time/Place
	According to the schedule | 

	Course instructor:
	Agron Gashi

	Contact details: 
	aygashi@gmail.com

	Course description: 
	During this course we will discuss subjects about Balkan folclore, especially albanian folclore starting from Epic songs till mythological and simple forms of oral albanian literature.

	Course objectives:
	The objectives of this subject are:

· It analyses oral texts and monumental literary cultural traditions.
· It interprets oral texts and further grasps cultural, artistic and anthropological values.
· Reads works of culture and tradition.
· Comments texts, monuments of culture and identity. (Codex, Epic songs, tales, fairy tales, legends, myths, ballads)



	Learning outcomes:

	Upon completion of this course, students will be able to:

	
	recognize and appreciate folklore assets, as well as analyze and ascertain the influence of folklore on the Albanian literature

	
	appreciate folklore and consider it as part of our spiritual and cultural heritage.

	
	undertake initiatives towards preserving and studying our folklore

	
	highlight early contributions, especially in terms of collection of Albanian folklore (Frang Bardhi, Nikolle Filja, Gavril Dara, Jeronim de Rada, etc.);

		Student workload
	
	

	Activity 
		Class hours         Days/Weeks
	Total

	Lectures 
	2                                    15                                                 
	22.5

	Theory/Lab work/Exercises
	
	

	Practical work
	
	

	Midterm test preparation
	10                                  1
	10          

	Consultations with the course instructor
	10 min.                         15
	2.5       

	Field work
	
	

	Test, seminar paper
	2                                    2
	4           

	Homework assignments
	1.5                                15
	22.5       

	Self-study (library/home)
	2.5                                15
	37.5            

	Final exam preparation 
	8                                     3
	24    

	Assessment time (test, quiz, final exam)
	1                                     2
	2

	Projects, presentations, etc.
	3                                     1
	3

	Total
	
	128:25=5.12
5 ECTS 




	Mode of course delivery:  
	Students are encouraged to express their views and opinions about topics that will be covered. Student will be required to do research, homework, seminar papers on the theoretical approach, as well as individual and team presentations.
Teaching aids/IT tools: textbooks, white board, audio-visual media, audio-lingual media, PC, projector, smart board.



	Evaluation methods:
	Attendance-10%
Participation in discussions-10%
Presentation- 10%
Test I -10%
Test II - 10%
Final exam - 50%
 
The ratio between the theoretical and practical part of the study:
	Theoretical part
	Practical part

	70%
	30 %




	Primary literature: 
	Gjergj Zhej, Hyrje në folklor I, Tiranë, 1994
Demush Shala, Letërsia popullore, Prishtinë, 1983 
Alfred Uçi, Estetika e folklorit , 2007, Tiranë   
Atdhe Hykolli, Këngët rituale kalendarike te shqiptarët, Prishtinë, 2016
Vinçenc Prenushit “Kangë popullore gegënishte” (1911)

      
 

	Additional literature:  
	Lahuta e Malcis-Gjergje Fishta
Kush e solli Dorontinen- Ismail Kadare
Bleta shqiptare-Thimi Mitko
Mitrush Kuteli-Ago Jakupi


 


	Teaching plan
	

	Week
	Unit 

	Week 1:
	Introduction-Definition and content 
The importance of the course
Literature

	Week 2:
	Folklore and ethnography (customs, rites)
The realtion between folklore and othe folk arts (music, dance)

	Week 3:
	The notion of folklore and folk literature   

	Week 4:
	Folk science in general and albanian folk science in particular 

	Week 5:
	The interest and collectors of the folklore: Frang Bardhi, Nikollë Filja, Gavril Dara, Jeronim de Rada, Thimi Mitko, Zef Jubani, Vinçenc Prendushi, Atë Donat Kurti, Atë Bernardin Palaj, Mitrush Kuteli, Han, Majer etc.

	Week 6:
	Mythology and folklore

	Week 7:
	Folklore influence towards literature 
Similarities between spoken and written literature: Ismail Kadarese ”Kush e solli Dorontinen” and Mitrush Kuteli uses the motive of life in the village based on toska oral tradition/folklore  (Ago Jakupi 7 stories), Kapllan Aga and Shaban Shpates

	Week 8:
	Test I

	Week 9:
	Legends, songs for rites, stories, proverbs, 

	Week 10:
	The cycle of the knights (kreshnike) (the originality of the epic of the knights, approaches, differences between other people)
Muja and Halili, Gjerj Elez Alia
The ballad of Constantine  

	Week 11:
	Legendary songs 
Calendar songs 

	Week 12:  
	Albanian and Balkan epic  

	Week 13:    
	Folklore and romanticism. Ramoantics (Albanian and european) as collectors and researchers  in folklore


	Week 14:  
	Folklore and modern literature   

	Week 15:   
	Test II

	Academic policies and code of conduct

	Mobile phones / smartphones and other electronic devices (eg iPods) should be turned off (or vibrated) and not exposed during lectures unless required for certain classroom activity. Other activities, such as checking personal email or browsing websites, are prohibited.
Students should always bring note-taking materials with them and be prepared for lectures and any other activity; Arriving on time is essential as well as students should be active during lectures otherwise only physical presence will be assessed as absence. Students are expected to be prepared and willing at all times to contribute to classroom activities.
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