Course title:Creative writing
	Basic course information
	

	Academic unit: 
	Department of Balkanistics

	Course title:
	Creative writing  

	Level:
	BA

	Course status:
	Elective

	Year of study:
	Year II, Sem. IV

	Number of hours per week:
	2+0

	ECTS credits:
	5 ECTS

	Time/Place
	According to the schedule | 

	Course instructor:
	Agron Gashi

	Contact details: 
	aygashi@gmail.com

	Course description: 
	
Creative writing is a model designed to encourage students to expand their mental boundaries. Students learn how to find creative ways of using language in a variety of situations, be them academic, literary or otherwise. It relies on the experimental use of language for the needs of affection or attraction. Languages evolve as writers are born into the voids of languages. 


	Course objectives:
	This course aims to provide students with skills to break through mental and social frames so as to be able to create independently, through language proficiency. 




	Learning outcomes:

	Upon completion of this course, students will be able to:

	
	Expand their horizon of personal freedom of expression; 

	
	Express their horizon of personal freedom of expression; 

	
	Write regardless of norms learned thus far;

	
	Evaluate situations where a taboo can be broken; 

	
	Analyze the features of literary creative work; 

	
	Create different types of fiction and non-fiction writings. 

		Student workload (which should correspond to learning outcomes)

	Activity
	Class hours
	Days / Weeks
	Total

	Lectures
	2
	15
	22.25

	Theory/Lab work/Exercises
	
	
	

	Practical work
	
	
	

	Midterm test preparation
	 5
	 2
	10 

	Consultations with the course instructor
	15 min 
	 10
	1.30

	Field work
	
	
	

	Test, seminar paper
	2
	 2
	4

	Homework assignments
	2
	 15
	30

	Self-study (library/home)
	 2
	 15
	30

	Final exam preparation
	 2.5
	 10
	25

	Assessment time (test, quiz, final exam)
	 1
	 2
	2

	Projects, presentations, etc.
	 3
	 1
	 3 

	Total 
	
	
	127 hours 
5 ECTS




	Mode of course delivery:  
	Instruction will be centered around primarily individual practical work, working with each student individually to correct their mistakes. Given that this course is skills-based, work will build upon each individual's prior knowledge and on improving performance week in and week out. 
During exercises teaching will be student-centered, while the teacher will streamline the  lesson and explain controversial and ambiguous concepts. Students will be given homework assignments which they will complete independently, to be discussed and checked during exercise classes.
Teaching aids/IT tools: textbooks, white board, audio-visual media, audio-lingual media, PC, projector, smart board.


	Evaluation methods:
	The success required to pass the course is 50%. 
Student attendance and engagement 10%;
Individual assignments completed in class 10%; 
Individual assignments completed at home 50%; 
Final exam 30%.

The ratio between the theoretical and practical part of the study:
	Theoretical part
	Practical part

	30%
	70 %




	Primary literature: 
	1. Strunk, White, Elements of Style.
2. David Morley, The Cambridge Introduction to Creative Writing.
3. Umberto Eko, Si shkruaj?
Cristopher Tribble, Writing, Oxford University Press, Oxford, 1996

	Additional literature:  
	· Thomas S. Kane, Si të shkruajmë shqip?, CDE, Tiranë, 2010
Rexhep Qosja, Tri mënyra të të shkruarit shqip 


 


	Teaching plan
	

	Week
	Unit 

	Week 1:
	 Empty space: filling

	Week 2:
	 Independent reading and writing

	Week 3:
	 Creative writing and creative crticism

	Week 4:
	 Experience and imagination

	Week 5:
	 Creative translation

	Week 6:
	 Challenges of creative writing  

	Week 7:
	 Influences and imitation  

	Week 8:
	 The writer’s notebook: discipline  

	Week 9:
	 Processess of creative writing  

	Week 10:
	 Creative literary writing  

	Week 11:
	 Character nad world building  

	Week 12:  
	 Poetry writing

	Week 13:    
	The writer’s self

	Week 14:  
	Perspective 

	Week 15:   
	 Non-literary creative writing  

	Academic policies and code of conduct

	Students are required to attend lectures and exercises. No more than three absences during the semester are tolerated. The tasks arising from these lessons are mandatory and part of the student's overall assessment. Plagiarism and copying in exams and other written works are punishable. In such cases the student is subject to disciplinary measures, as provided by UP regulations. The behavior of teachers and students is based on the code of conduct and ethics within the UP.
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